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HC CPA 21-10 Background 
Data and Analysis* 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*This document serves to provide background data and analysis for the Recreation and Open 
Space Section. It is intended to meet the requirements of Chapter 163.3177(1)(f) and is non-
adopted material.  

This document only includes items not already included as part of the amendment package. For 
example, the public outreach memorandum summarizes data from public outreach, and is not 
repeated here, but was still utilized as analysis support for the amendment.  
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Introduction 

The Recreation and Open Space Section serves to update the currently adopted Recreation and 
Open Space Element of the Unincorporated Hillsborough County Comprehensive Plan. The last 
time this amendment went through a major update was in 2008. 

The Recreation and Open Space Section provides a framework for long-range planning of 
recreation parks, conservation parks, recreational trails and preserves. The overarching goal of 
the updated Section is to ensure an integrated system of recreation and resource-based parks 
that are accessible, inclusive, equitable and enhance quality of life for residents and visitors in the 
community. This is supported by concepts in the update such as safe and equitable access, 
diverse programming opportunities, continued inclusive engagement and involvement, strategic 
partnerships, and integrating parks with the built environment in a manner that enhances the 
overall community. This overall Goal and the concepts are supported by the relevant appropriate 
data and analysis as required under 163.3177(1)(f). 

The language was developed via a collaborative approach with staff from Hillsborough County’s 
Parks & Recreation and Conservation & Environmental Lands Management. It has been reviewed 
by regional and other county agencies.  

The bulk of the local relevant and appropriate data and analysis is derived from two master plans, 
both of which had robust mapping, data analysis, surveys, and tremendous citizen engagement. 
These plans are the Parks and Recreation Department Master Plan, 2017-2027 and the 
Conservation and Environmental Lands Management Department Master Plan, March 2017. 
These plans include findings that are incorporated into the overall Goal, the seven Objectives, 
and the 66 Policies within the update. These plans cover topics such as access, inclusivity, 
facilities, partnerships, funding/fiscal sustainability, branding/identity, programming, community 
outreach, engagement, enhancing tourism, and more.  These plans, as linked, are incorporated 
by reference as part of the data and analysis for this update.  

Additionally, population projections and demographic information inform the update. These items 
can be found in Appendix A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://planhillsborough.org/recreation-and-open-space-section/
https://planhillsborough.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/ROSE_1_2013.pdf
https://planhillsborough.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/ROSE_1_2013.pdf
https://planhillsborough-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gabaldona_plancom_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis%2FParks%20Master%20Plan%202017%2D2027%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFuaGlsbHNib3JvdWdoLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dhYmFsZG9uYV9wbGFuY29tX29yZy9FWDdsZ1c0Q2owSkVtak5KOVdRWUV1UUJrN0xQV2hGYkU5QlkxNkJMS3g1VWJ3P3J0aW1lPU9palI4WHVKMlVn
https://planhillsborough-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gabaldona_plancom_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis%2FCELM%20Master%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis&ct=1633602016176&or=Teams%2DHL&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFuaGlsbHNib3JvdWdoLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dhYmFsZG9uYV9wbGFuY29tX29yZy9FYXctb191a3RUaEZvUzRhSWlaaHIzZ0J2Sk1Lb204V29pNXMtWUhUTEhVckNnP3J0aW1lPUxjYXlEbnlKMlVn
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Recreational Parks - Parks and Recreation Department Master Plan 2017-2027 Data 

Highlights 

Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation Department provides recreational opportunities to 

1.5 million residents.  The Department manages hundreds of facilities and 3,236 acres of 

parkland. A summarized list of the various facilities/parks are below: 
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Additionally, most parks are in close proximity of population density, both current and future, as 

detailed on the two maps below. 
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At 3.5 acres per person, the parks acreage is slightly exceeding the level of service in the 

Hillsborough County’s Comprehensive Plan (i.e., 3.4 acres per person).   
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Please see the Parks and Recreation Department Master Plan, 2017-2027 for 

comprehensive local data and analysis used in the update 

https://planhillsborough-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gabaldona_plancom_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis%2FParks%20Master%20Plan%202017%2D2027%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFuaGlsbHNib3JvdWdoLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dhYmFsZG9uYV9wbGFuY29tX29yZy9FWDdsZ1c0Q2owSkVtak5KOVdRWUV1UUJrN0xQV2hGYkU5QlkxNkJMS3g1VWJ3P3J0aW1lPU9palI4WHVKMlVn
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Conservation Parks (conservation parks, wilderness preserves and trails) - Conservation 

and Environmental Lands Management Department Master Plan, March 2017 – Data 

Highlights 

There are also over 80,000 acres of conservation and environmental lands managed by the 

Hillsborough County Conservation and Environmental Lands Department. These include 

conservation parks, wilderness preserves and trails. 2.8 million people visit these parks annually. 

More than half a million people live within one mile of a conservation park or preserve and more 

than 2.5 million live within ten minutes.  

As part of the 2017 master planning process, this area was rebranded as the “Tampa Bay 

Wilderness Area” (TBWA), with ten sites identified as “Destination Sites” based upon unique 

resources/activities.  

The TBWA protects habitat, such as river floodplains, mangrove swamps, relict scrub 

communities, longleaf pine sandhills and flatwoods. Residents and visitors are provided 

opportunities for beach access, wildlife viewing, canoeing/kayaking, fishing, hiking biking and 

horseback riding.  

Below are maps highlighting this information:  
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Please see the Conservation and Environmental Lands Management Department Master 

Plan, March 2017 for comprehensive local data and analysis used in the update. 

 

https://planhillsborough-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gabaldona_plancom_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis%2FCELM%20Master%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis&ct=1633602016176&or=Teams%2DHL&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFuaGlsbHNib3JvdWdoLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dhYmFsZG9uYV9wbGFuY29tX29yZy9FYXctb191a3RUaEZvUzRhSWlaaHIzZ0J2Sk1Lb204V29pNXMtWUhUTEhVckNnP3J0aW1lPUxjYXlEbnlKMlVn
https://planhillsborough-my.sharepoint.com/personal/gabaldona_plancom_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis%2FCELM%20Master%20Plan%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fgabaldona%5Fplancom%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRec%20and%20Open%20Space%2FData%20and%20Analysis&ct=1633602016176&or=Teams%2DHL&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGFuaGlsbHNib3JvdWdoLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL2dhYmFsZG9uYV9wbGFuY29tX29yZy9FYXctb191a3RUaEZvUzRhSWlaaHIzZ0J2Sk1Lb204V29pNXMtWUhUTEhVckNnP3J0aW1lPUxjYXlEbnlKMlVn
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Appendix A: Population and Demographic Information 

Source: Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission 
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White, 469,338, 46%

Black, 128,633, 13%

Native 
American, 
1,872, 0%

Asian, 48,250, 5%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander, 642, 0%

Other Race, 6,887, 1%

Two or More Races, 
46,191, 4%

Hispanic, 317,315, 31%

Unincorporated Hillsborough County
2020 Population by Race


