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Virtual Meeting of the Livable Roadways Committee
Wednesday, August 19, 2020, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

The County Center and Plan Hillsborough offices are closed to the public in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Members of the public may access this meeting and
participate via the GoToWebinar link below, or by phoning in.
Helpful hints for participating remotely are attached, and technical support during the
meeting may be obtained by contacting Jason Krzyzanowski at (813) 273-3774 ext.
327 or jasonk@plancom.org.
To view presentations and participate from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1610897093598477838. Register in
advance to receive your personalized link which can be saved to your calendar.

Dial in LISTEN-ONLY MODE: (924) 624-3221 Access Code 892-706-977
Public comments are welcome and may be given in person at this teleconference meeting by
logging into the website above and clicking the “raise hand” button.
Comments may also be provided before the start of the meeting:
• by leaving a voice message at (813) 273-3774 ext. 369.
• by e-mailing mpo@plancom.org
• by visiting the event posted on the MPO Facebook page.
Written comments will be read into the record, if brief, and provided in full to the committee
members.

I.

Call to Order

II.

Public Comment - 3 minutes per speaker, please

III.

Approval of Minutes – June 17, 2020

IV.

Action Items

V.

Status Reports
A. HART Service Changes for 2021 (Justin Willits, HART)
B. TBNext Transition – Sec 4 Aesthetics (Alex Henry or FDOT Representative)
C. TBNext Update: Westshore SafeTRIP (FDOT Representative)
D. Overview of the ClearGuide Data & Analytics Platform (Johnny Wong,
MPO)

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th Floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

VI.

Old Business & New Business

VII.

Adjournment

VIII.

Addendum

A. MPO Meeting Summary & Committee Report
B. Coronavirus Transportation Article
C. Florida Transportation Plan: Vision Element, 2020 Update
D. Vision Zero Leadership Summit SAVE THE DATE
E. Vision Zero – 2 Year Progress Report
F. MPOAC Legislative Year End Summary
The full agenda packet is available on the MPO’s website, www.planhillsborough.org, or by
calling (813) 272-5940.
The MPO does not discriminate in any of its programs or services. Public participation is solicited
without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Learn
more about our commitment to non-discrimination.
Persons needing interpreter services or accommodations for a disability in order to participate in
this meeting, free of charge, are encouraged to contact Joshua Barber, (813) 273-3774, ext. 313
or barberj@plancom.org, three business days in advance of the meeting. Also, if you are only
able to speak Spanish, please call the Spanish helpline at (813) 273-3774, ext. 211.
Si necesita servicios de traducción, el MPO ofrece por gratis. Para registrarse por estos servicios,
por favor llame a Joshua Barber directamente al (813) 273-3774, ext. 313 con tres días antes, o
barberj@plancom.org de cerro electronico. También, si sólo se puede hablar en español, por
favor llame a la línea de ayuda en español al (813) 273-3774, ext. 211.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, materials attached are for research and
educational purposes, and are distributed without profit to MPO Board members, MPO staff, or
related committees or subcommittees the MPO supports. The MPO has no affiliation whatsoever
with the originator of attached articles nor is the MPO endorsed or sponsored by the originator.
Persons wishing to use copyrighted material for purposes of their own that go beyond ‘fair use’
must first obtain permission from the copyright owner.
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, he or she will need a record of the
proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
LIVABLE ROADWAYS COMMITTEE (LRC)
MEETING OF JUNE 17, 2020
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Maurino called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. The meeting was held via GoToWebinar
and a quorum was present at the start of the meeting. The Pledge of Allegiance took place.
Chair Maurino introduced new member, Christine Crespo Valentin, representing the American
Society of Landscape Architects.
Members Present: Mariann Abrahamsen, Karen Cashon, Melissa Collazo, Cathy Coyle,
Cayce Dagenhart, Cal Hardie, Sara Hendricks, David Hey, Emily Hinsdale, Mark Hudson, Gus
Ignas, Jason Jackman, Arizona Jenkins, Larry Josephson, Karen Kress, Matthew Lewis,
Michael Maurino, Roger Menendez, Sandra Piccirilli, Anna Quinones, Carlos Ramirez, Christine
Crespo Valentin and Justin Willits
Others Present: Beth Alden, Gena Torres, Lisa Silva, Sarah McKinley, Wade Reynolds,
Allison Yeh, Vishaka Shiva Raman, Joshua Barber – MPO; Jason Krzyzanowski and Sharon
Snyder – Planning Commission; David Aylesworth; Alex Henry – FDOT; Paula Flores – GPI;
Neale Stralow; Vaishali Apte; David Bottomley; Ken Sides; Robin Birdsong
PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: Approval of the May 27, 2020 minutes (Kress - Ramirez). The motion passed
unanimously.
Motion: Approval of the February 26, 2020 and March 25, 2020 minutes (Lewis - Hey). The
motion passed unanimously.
ACTION ITEMS
Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan (Paula Flores, GPI)
Ms. Flores presented the Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan. The goal of the study is
to improve public health and safety by reducing road fatalities and serious injuries. The desired
outcomes are an improved safety experience for all road users; increased awareness of the
dangers of speeding; institutionalized good practices in road design, traffic operations,
engagement, enforcement and safety; identify supportive policies, programs and infrastructure
improvements to meet safety goals; and to obtain cooperation and support of stakeholders. Ms.
Flores reviewed the study scope, which are Task 1/Stakeholder Involvement; Task 2/Speed
Management Practices; Task 3/Corridor Prioritization; Task 4/Next 30 High Injury Corridors; and
Task 5/Speed Management Action Plan.
Ms. Flores discussed stakeholder involvement and speed management practices. She
explained that speed management is data driven, applying road design, traffic operations and

safety measures, setting “appropriate/rational/desirable/safe” speed limits, institutionalizing
good practices, supportive enforcement efforts, effective outreach and public engagement and
cooperation by traffic safety stakeholders. She explained how corridors are prioritized and
shared the Risk Performance Level indicators, which are derived from prioritization factors
(posted speed vs. context class; regional equity; crash history; proximity to schools; ped/bike
injuries; transit service route and geometric features). Ms. Flores displayed the list of Next30
High Injury Corridors with the Risk Performance Levels.
Ms. Flores reviewed the Vision Zero Principles: Safe Travel for All, specifically, Safe Streets,
Safe Speeds, Safe Vehicles and Safe People. She discussed Aggressive Driving Crash
Countermeasures and the Actions and Implementation Strategies: Speed Setting, Engineering
and Operations, Education and Enforcement, Policy/Legislation, and Plan Evaluation.
The stakeholder group is reviewing the draft plan and will finalize the speed management action
plan, based on suggestions and comments received.
Discussions followed regarding the safety and cost benefits of painted intersections; how the
County is currently working on introducing context classifications, especially for the Future Land
Use section of the Hillsborough County Comprehensive Plan (Ms. Flores stressed the
importance of changing with the constant growth); how the County is assigning context
classification to roadways (Ms. Flores stated that needs to be made public so everyone has
access to it); if there is coordination with the County on this study (Ms. Silva stated the Vision
Zero Project Manager, Gena Torres, is closely coordinating with County staff members Leland
Dicus, Bob Campbell and Richard Ranck. She also reminded members of the workshop on July
20th at 1:30 p.m.); how the County is also setting target speeds, new typical sections and
identifying retrofits; and participants were commended on their good work on sidewalks and
lighting.
Ms. Torres stated the County has been a huge contributor to this project. In fact, Mr. Dicus
requested the MPO look at the context classification, posted speeds, etc., so this has been a
huge coordinated effort.
Mr. Jenkins asked if there will be adequate crossing time. Ms. Flores stated medians will be
integrated, where needed, as well as signal timing. She emphasized that corridor demographics
are considered when designing a roadway.
Motion: Approve the Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan and forward to the MPO for
approval (Kress - Jenkins). The motion passed unanimously.
FY21-FY25 TIP (Sarah McKinley, MPO)
Ms. McKinley presented the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for FY2020/21 –
2024/25 and the priorities for next year’s documents. She explained these are the transportation
projects to be funded in the next five years and a priority list of what should be funded next. She
highlighted the major changes in funding during the past year and the total cost of all phases of
funded projects. The USDOT will reviewed the Plan when authorizing federal funds and locally
funded projects are included for information. Ms. McKinley stated the MPO’s role is to develop a
priority projects list. She stated the MPO Board can remove federally funded projects, but not
direct how most funding is spent.
Ms. McKinley reviewed the timeline, including the Public Hearing on June 30th. The MPO will
then submit the TIP and Priorities to FDOT for Federal and State review by July 15, 2020. She

discussed the funding shown in the FDOT Work Program and presented the breakdown of the
use of funds by work type. Ms. McKinley reviewed the trends, the use of funds for capital
improvement programs and the allocation of funds.
Ms. McKinley presented the major projects to be funded in the next five years and explained
Good Repair and Resiliency include resurfacing, transit and bridge repair/improvement projects.
She reviewed the Vision Zero projects, which include a new project requested by the City of
Tampa on Interbay Blvd. Smart Cities projects include signal improvements, I-4 interchange
improvements, and intelligent transportation systems. She presented the Real Choices when
not Driving projects, Major Investments, and Tampa Bay Next Current Status.
TIP Priorities for FY2022-26 are based on the It’s Time 2045 Long Range Plan performance
measures. These were last adopted on June 11, 2019. The jurisdictions and agencies provided
updated priority letters to the MPO by March 15th, after meeting in February. The MPO Staff
provided new draft priority projects and Transportation Alternatives (TA) grant applications to
FDOT by March 31st. After presenting to MPO Committees in May and June, a public hearing
will be held on June 30th for final adoption by the MPO Board. Ms. McKinley reviewed the list of
new priority requests. The Chairs Coordinating Committee (CCC) recommendations for
Regional coordination include funded and unfunded priorities.
Discussion followed regarding if the Florida Avenue project is part of the walk/bike projects (yes,
these are two additional crosswalks in the design phase and they are part of the Heights
Mobility plan); if the new priorities are being recommended for full funding (yes, only the HART,
TBARTA and a safety program for Vision Zero are annual allocations rather than full lump sums
because they are ongoing); further explanation of TBARTA’s request for $800K (the allocation
will be divided over four or more years. These monies may also be used for TDM strategies as
well, per their request.); whether or not the TIP will be impacted by any loss of future federal
money due to gas tax revenue loss based on COVID19 (As she doesn’t work specifically for the
FDOT Work Program, Ms. McKinley will answer as best she can. With the loss of federal funds,
there could be some uncertainty; however, some projects are already funded out of existing
allocated sources. Funding should be secured within the five years, based on the Work
Program’s forecasted five-year revenue.).
Mr. Henry, FDOT, stated the outer years of the work program are for planning purposes and the
amounts available are based on revenue forecast and projections. Decreased revenues could
push some projects but it’s too early to say. Ms. Alden stated FDOT is committed to the first
three years of the Work Program and will work very hard to maintain funding for those three
years. The State is still working on fiscal impacts statewide; however, local sales tax revenue
was down in May about 10% over the previous year. FDOT’s Central office is hoping for some
type of funding support from the federal government for the whole State before making any
announcements about what the fiscal impact is on the State budget. Mr. Maurino stated there is
cautious optimism for projects such as the Westshore Interchange that is programmed out and
there are existing funds, but he feels some of the smaller projects that have larger benefits may
remain in the budget.
Mr. Jenkins asked if there are any funds for extended HART service hours? Ms. McKinley
stated service is not something that typically has been funded through the Priorities, but she
knows that FDOT Transit group is working with HART on extended service hours and additional
routes. She will follow up with HART staff to have them present at a future meeting.
Motion: Recommend approval of the TIP for FY2020/21 – 2024/25 and the TIP priorities for
future funding (Hey - Dagenhart). The motion passed unanimously.

STATUS REPORTS
A. Florida Transportation Plan & Highway Safety Plan Update (Alex Henry, FDOT)
Mr. Henry presented the Florida Transportation Plan & Highway Safety Plan Update. The
Florida Transportation Plan (FTP) is the single overarching statewide plan guiding Florida’s
transportation future. It is a plan for all of Florida created by, and providing direction to, the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and all organizations that are involved in planning
and managing Florida’s transportation system, including statewide, regional and local partners.
The FTP provides policy guidance and establishes the policy framework for allocating the State
and federal transportation funds which flow through the department’s 5-year Work Program.
Mr. Henry provided examples of why the FTP matters. The 2000 update introduced the
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) which has redefined how FDOT makes investments in the
State’s highway system. In 2005, it created a new focus on regional vision and collaboration
and in 2010, the FTP brought about an alignment with Economic Development, Florida Mobility
and Trade Plan. The latest FTP introduced concepts on Resiliency, Workforce Development
and provided additional choices in Transportation. The FTP has three elements: (1) Visiontrends, uncertainties, and themes that will share the future of transportation (50 years), (2)
Policy-Goals and objectives to guide FDOT and partners toward the vision (25 years) and (3)
Implementation-Emphasis areas with key actions (5-25 years).
There is a 34-member Steering Committee to help guide the FTP Update process. There are
also three Subcommittees: Automated, Connected, Electric, Shared Vehicles (ACES) to discuss
impacts on emerging technologies and business practices; Resilience to review environmental,
weather, economic and operational disruptors and figure out how to absorb, withstand and
recover from disruptors; and Safety supports SHSP update and identification of emphasis
areas.
Mr. Henry presented the goals, some of which are safety and security for residents, visitors and
businesses; transportation choices that improve accessibility and equity; and transportation
solutions that strength Florida’s economy. The cross-cutting topics are technology (automated,
connected, electric and shared vehicles; Transportation system management and operations;
big data; and new materials and processes), resilience (extreme weather; emergency
evacuation and response; sea level rise; flooding; economic and societal changes),
State/interregional (SIS, including modal facilities; trade & logistics; global, statewide and
interregional connectivity; and Florida’s economic drivers and industries) and regional/local
(urbanized, non-urbanized and rural, congestion relief; land use and community planning;
regional visions; environment; and economic development).
Mr. Henry explained that all input received is organized by the project team and presented to
the Steering Committee. As applicable, the information will also be provided to the
subcommittees. With all input considered, the project team, in consultation with the Steering
Committee, will refine the plan to represent what they heard. FDOT is also planning Regional
Workshops, either online or later in the year, depending on COVID19.
In coordination with the FTP update, the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) and Vision Zero
have a vision of a fatality-free roadway system. There is a lot of work to be done, and the SHSP
is a roadmap to drive fatalities and serious injuries down to zero. Mr. Henry explained what goes
into the SHSP update, including analysis of crash data and other trends affecting fatalities and
serious injuries; selection of emphasis areas, strategies, and actions based on data and proven,
effective approaches; review of public and partner input received from FTP update process;

coordination with MPO and other regional and local partners; and review and approval by
Signing Partners. He showed Florida’s roadway fatalities from 2012 – 2018. Major takeaways
include: highest rate of fatalities and serious injuries is in the 20-34 age group; however, drivers
65+ are more likely to be killed or seriously injured and teen drivers are more likely to be
involved in a crash but less likely to be killed or seriously injured. They also found the highest
number of fatalities occurs in urban areas, but the highest fatality rates are in rural areas, due to
higher speeds, less lighting, etc. Most fatalities and serious injuries happen on state-maintained
roadways, most intersection fatalities and serious injuries are at a four-way or T-intersection,
more fatalities occur at night with about half on lighted facilities, but more serious injuries occur
during the day. Most crashes involving a fatality or serious injury occur when the weather is
clear, which, given our sunny climate, is to be expected.
Mr. Henry reviewed the emphasis areas, including lane departures, intersections, bike/ped,
motorcyclists, aging drivers, teen drivers, etc. These will help focus resources and develop
actions and strategies to reduce injuries and fatalities. He showed the trend between serious
injuries and fatalities for the periods between 2011-2015 and 2014-2018 and stated provided
additional resources can be found at www.floridatransportationplan.com.
Discussions followed regarding the changing behaviors due to COVID19; how this information
will get out to the general public (FDOT has been relying on Steering Committee partners to get
the word out and will also put it out on their social media platforms. Mr. Henry is open to
suggestions of groups FDOT can present to.); if there have been any climate change
discussions (climate change is one of the key items being considered as part of the resiliency
areas and is being heavily discussed); and how the effects of climate change can be reduced in
addition to reacting to them (Ms. Silva stated she participated in a webinar that suggested
adding pandemics as a resiliency response as it’s had a significant impact on roadway network.
Mr. Henry stated FDOT is interested in looking at all types of disruptions.).
Ms. Hendricks asked if there has been a study on patterns and trends that lead up to crashes,
such as why drivers were speeding. An example given was finding out what causes drivers to
speed because they are late to work, besides being distracted by their cell phone. Potential
solutions could be flex time, enabling people to have flexibility clocking into work, perhaps
arriving and leaving a little later. She feels by understanding why people speed may help
develop potential solutions. Mr. Henry feels roadway conditions contribute to speeding but feels
this is something that need further discussion. He will provide this suggestion to the Steering
Committee.
Chair Maurino encouraged all to send the survey links out and promoting the links on social
media to get a larger group of people involved.
OLD BUSINESS & NEW BUSINESS
A.

Since Committees recess in July, the next meeting is August 19, 2020. Members will be
notified in a timely manner if the meeting will be in person or virtual.

B.

Ms. Silva reminded members of the Hillsborough County Public Works Projects workshop
on July 20, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. She will forward more information as it becomes available.
As of now, the workshop is planned to be held virtually.

C.

Mural Day is June 27, 2020 with four locations in the Tampa Bay area. The murals will be
LGBTQ and Unity themed. Information will be posted on the City of Tampa and Plan
Hillsborough’s social media.

Chair Maurino commented that all mural locations are close to good restaurants, so he
suggested Members who participate order takeout to support local restaurants. Locations
are in Westshore, West Tampa, Downtown and East Tampa near Ybor. Hopefully, future
Mural days will be scheduled for Hillsborough County, Plant City and Temple Terrace. He
thanked everyone involved with getting this project moving!
D. Reminder the MPO TIP Public Hearing is June 30th at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held
virtually and information on how to comment and attend can be found at
www.planhillsborough.org.
E. Ms. Silva reminded members to check their spam/junk inbox for Constant Contact emails
from Plan Hillsborough. Also, unsubscribing from ANY mailings remove your email address
from ALL mailings. If you want to be removed from one mail list, please let us know instead
of unsubscribing.
F. Mr. Hardie provided a quick update on City of Tampa projects:
• Green Spine (Phase 3 from Nebraska to 7th Avenue) has been advertised for
construction;
• 46th Street roundabout will be advertised on Friday;
• Columbus Drive – will be advertised within the next few weeks; and
• Two virtual public hearings are being scheduled to discuss the following:
1) The first is the 30th Street project, near the Yuengling Brewery. The project will be a
Complete Street, including pedestrian crosswalks, a trail on one side of the roadway,
drainage improvements to the swale, and roundabouts at 30th/Yukon and
30th/Bougainvillea; and
2) The second project is at Floribraska.
VII. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
HART Services for 2021
Presenter
Justin Willits, HART Staff
Summary
In November of 2018, the Citizens of Hillsborough County approved a $.01 sales tax,
in which HART is to receive 45% of that funding for transit projects. Since that time,
HART has been unable to use any of this additional funding due to a pending lawsuit
related to this funding. For this reason, HART must continue to plan its operations
under the assumptions of no new funding.
Without new revenue, HART has begun to plan for service changes aimed at meeting
additional constraints in an already strained fiscal budget. Service Development
looked at the best way to address the need for service changes to meet the FY21
budget while maintaining as much service as possible for our customers. This
presentation will provide Committee and Board members with an overview of the
proposed changes and the need for public outreach as required by HARTs Title VI
policy.
Recommended Action
No action, information only
Prepared By
Sarah McKinley, MPO Staff
Attachments
None

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Tampa Bay Next Quarterly Update
Presenter
FDOT Representative
Summary
Tampa Bay Next is a program to modernize Tampa Bay’s transportation infrastructure
and prepare for the future. FDOT will provide an update on recent activities.
Recommended Action
None; for information only.
Prepared By
Cheryl Wilkening, MPO Staff
Attachments
None.

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Tampa Bay Next Section Four Aesthetics
Presenter
FDOT Representative
Summary
Tampa Bay Next is a program to modernize Tampa Bay’s transportation infrastructure
and prepare for the future. This update will focus on the aesthetic features on section
four, or the Westshore Interchange.
Recommended Action
None; for information only.
Prepared By
Wade Reynolds, MPO Staff
Attachments
None.

Plan Hillsborough
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601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Overview of the ClearGuide Data & Analytics Platform
Presenter
Johnny Wong, PhD, MPO Staff
Summary
The ClearGuide Data & Analytics Platform is a web-based tool allowing transportation
planners and engineers to visualize both real-time and historical traffic conditions on
the road network. The platform initially included speed, congestion and weather data
but has recently been enhanced to include crash, incident and pothole data. Future
additions could eventually make the platform a one-stop-shop for mobility analytics.
The presenter will discuss how the ClearGuide platform is currently providing value to
the MPO and partner agencies across Hillsborough County, and how the platform
could be enhanced in the future.
Recommended Action
None. For information only.
Prepared By
Johnny Wong, PhD, MPO Staff
Attachments
None.

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Committee Reports
Meetings of the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) on June 10 and May 20
On June 10, the CAC reviewed the Transportation Improvement Program and took
the following actions:
✓ On Table 2, the MPO’s list of priorities for new funding, Priority #3 – TBARTA
vanpools, we passed a motion recommending that TBARTA consider adding
multimodal connections, such as trails, to this funding request
✓ Passed a motion asking that Priorities #12 (Heights Mobility improvements), #35
(Modern Streetcar Extension requested by the City of Tampa) and #47
(Modern Streetcars requested by HART) be moved up on the list of priorities
✓ Passed a motion supporting efforts to advance the overwhelmed I-75/Gibsonton
Dr interchange (Priority #34 ) and as an interim measure suggest an evaluation
of a traffic signal to enable eastbound vehicles to make a left turn to cross busy
Gibsonton Dr to enter northbound I-75.
We also passed motions recommending to strike several items from the TIP, including:
✓ Priority #31 (additional lane on I-275 from North of MLK to N of Bearss Ave),
by a vote of 10 – 4
✓ Priority #32 (safety & operational improvements to the downtown interchange
of 1-4 & I-275), by a vote of 8 – 5
✓ Project #434045-2 (adding express lanes on I‐275 from south of Lois Ave to
east of the Hillsborough River), by a vote of 7 – 4
✓ Project #431746-2 (design to add express lanes on I-4 from the Selmon
Connector to east of Branch Forbes Rd), by a vote of 8 – 4
✓ With those exceptions, we passed a motion recommending the rest of the TIP by
a vote of 9 – 3
We also received a report on the Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan and
passed a motion recommending its approval, with the condition that enforcement
actions be re-examined.

In other actions, the CAC also:
✓ Passed a motion supporting the spirit of a resolution against racial
discrimination and promoting equity in transportation. As Chairman, I have
appointed an ad hoc subcommittee of the CAC to draft the resolution; once we work
out the language, we will forward it for the MPO’s consideration.
✓ Passed a motion (14 – 1) asking FDOT to provide updated traffic projections
taking into account the effect of telecommuting due to the pandemic.
On May 20, under Action items, the CAC approved and forwarded to the Board:
✓ Public Participation Measures of Effectiveness Report
✓ 2020 Public Participation Plan Amendments
Under Unfinished Business, the CAC voted to agree with the Tampa CRA’s motion
in support for the use of CSX as a top priority; however, the CAC did not agree with
the CRA’s motion opposing tolls on Interstates within the City. Following discussion of
a letter from Chris Vela, the CAC also voted to oppose the proposed exit from the
downtown interchange to 14th & 15th Streets.
Meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on May 18 and June 29
On May 18, the TAC approved and forwarded to the Board:
✓ Public Participation Measures of Effectiveness Report
✓ 2020 Public Participation Plan Amendments
Actions taken at the June 29 meeting will be reported verbally at the MPO Board
meeting.
Meeting of the Policy Committee on May 26
The committee approved and forwarded to the Board:
✓ Public Participation Measures of Effectiveness Report
✓ 2020 Public Participation Plan Amendments
The committee heard a presentation on TBARTA’s draft Regional Transit Development
Plan (RTDP), and received a staff recommendation to support the RTDP in concept
with the caveat that funding for the local transit agencies must not be reduced/ local

transit must be held harmless as regional services are expanded. After discussion, no
motion was made.
The committee was briefed by a USF professor on changes in travel patterns locally
during the pandemic, including as a result of expanded telecommuting. There was also
a briefing from the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (TBRPC) on hurricane
evacuation, and how clearance times are estimated. Members asked about use of
contra-flow lanes, use of road shoulders, opportunities to expand shelter-in-place and
shelter-nearby capacity, and access to fuel during evacuation. These topics can be
explored further, in partnership with TBRPC, in the MPO’s upcoming study of
Evacuation Scenarios.
Meeting of the Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee on May 13 & June 17
The BPAC heard status reports on the following topics on May 13:
✓ THEA Project Update and PD&E Advance Notification for Whiting St & Washington
St Extensions & Selmon Expressway Ramps Reconfiguration.
✓ Hillsborough Air Quality Update
✓ Performance Evaluation of E-Scooter sharing in Tampa
The BPAC took action on the following topics: on June 17:
✓ FY 20-25 Transportation Improvement Program
o The committee voted to recommend approval of the FY20-25 TIP with the request
that FDOT and Local Agencies reevaluate the need for large roadway projects
based on reduced demand as a result of changing commuting patterns now and
in the future as a result of COVID-19.
✓ Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan
o The committee recommended approval to the MPO Board.
The BPAC heard status reports on the Florida Transportation Plan & Highway Safety
Plan Update, and discussed upcoming tri-county coordination meetings, and holding a
virtual retreat in July.
The Committee also heard public comment from Mike Lamarca regarding several
maintenance requests that he has with Hillsborough County to address vegetation,
debris, and general maintenance of bike lanes on County roads, particularly in south
Hillsborough County. County staff agreed to follow up on his request and the Committee
voted to send a letter to Public Works requesting action on Mr. Lamarca’s concerns.

Meetings of the Livable Roadways Advisory Committee on May 27 & June 17
On May 27 under Action items, the LRC had no objections and forwarded to the MPO
Board:
✓ Public Participation Measures of Effectiveness Report
✓ 2020 Public Participation Plan
The LRC heard a status report on Performance Evaluation of E-Scooter Sharing in the
City of Tampa.
On June 17, the LRC approved and forwarded to the MPO Board:
✓ FY 20-25 Transportation Improvement Program
✓ Vision Zero Speed Management Action Plan
The LRC heard status reports on the Florida Transportation Plan & Highway Safety Plan
Update.
Meeting of the Transportation Disadvantaged Coordinating Board on June 26
Actions taken at the June 26 meeting will be reported verbally at the MPO Board meeting.

SAVE THE DATE
Vision Zero
Leadership
Virtual Summit

01

Tuesday
09.22.20
9am - noon

3 PANELS IN 3 HOURS LEADING TOWARDS VISION ZERO

Land Use & Design

Moderator: Ian Lockwood, P.E., Toole Design
Panelists: Melissa Zornitta, Executive Director, Planning Commission |
Lucia Garsys, Deputy County Administrator for Development &
Infrastructure, Hillsborough County Government | City of Tampa
Development & Economic Opportunity Representative

02

High Visibility Enforcement

Moderator: Ret. Chief Brett Railey, Institute of Police Tech & Mgmnt at UNF
Panelists: Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office Representative | Tampa Police
Department Representative | Secretary David Gwynn, FDOT District 7

03

Communications & Engagement

Moderator: Billy L. Hattaway, Orlando Transportation Leader, Fehr & Peers
Panelists: MaryLou Whaley, Director of Community Engagement &
Philanthropy, Hillsborough County Public Schools | Liana Lopez, Chief
Communications Administrator, Hillsborough County Government | Ashley
Bauman, Director of Marketing & Communications, City of Tampa

Join us for this FREE Summit! Learn how local leaders are committing to take Vision Zero to the next level.
To view presentations & participate from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:

https://tinyurl.com/VZleadersummit
For more information, contact Gena Torres 813.273.3774 x357 or torresg@plancom.org

MPOAC

The Florida Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council

Commissioner Nick Maddox
Chair

MPOAC Year-End Legislative Summary
07/28/2020
Overview
Friends, welcome back! We are pleased to share with you a newsletter summarizing the bills passed during the
2020 legislative session. In place of the usual list of all transportation related bills filed, is a list of bills that
passed both chambers and were then sent to the Governor for approval. This will allow you have a one-stop
summary of bills passed so you are kept aware of what has happened and what has changed in our
transportation world. Many bills had not been sent to the Governor right away for his action so reporting
anything to you earlier would not have been informative. At the time of publication, two bills are still pending
action by the Governor. The delay in sending bills to the Governor is presumed to be because of the
Coronavirus problems that have taken the Governor’s attention. In fact, speaking of Coronavirus……
The last newsletter of the legislative session talked about Coronavirus. It opened with this Coronavirus
question: “Should we say anything more or just end the newsletter there? That would be the one-word summary
of the last week and a word your retirement account hates right now. There is more to Florida than this
though.” Funny how those words seem appropriate still today. OK, I am hearing that most retirement accounts
are actually doing pretty well, mine included, thankfully. And there is more to Florida, but Coronavirus seems
to be that annoying house guest that we just can’t get to leave. We will all remember 2020 and may describe it
with words that we would not want our grandmother or children to hear come from our mouths. Hopefully
2021 will be much gentler with us.
The Governor signed a budget and the transportation side of it did well. We avoided cuts to our funding.
Frankly, given how revenues were declining at the end of session, avoiding cuts is a big win. Recent reports
stated that for the state fiscal year ended June 30th, revenues came in $1.9B lower than projected. That is a
huge hit to revenues and the impact to the budget is going to hurt, hurt like falling off a bike on concrete at
considerable speed. Looking back to the budget for the current fiscal year, I cannot say that earmarks did well,
but given the hit to revenues due to coronavirus, we should not be surprised. The hit to local budgets,
especially those areas that used to enjoy a lot of tourism, well that is not a pretty thought either – I am thinking
of concrete and scraped elbows again. Happily, reports that some of the housing markets are holding on is
good to hear, there may be some bright spots in our economy and hopefully they will lead the way when we get
back to something resembling normal.

Carl Mikyska, Executive Director
605 Suwannee Street, MS 28B · Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450
1-866-374-3368 x 4037 or 850-414-4062 · Fax 850-414-4895
www.mpoac.org

So you have an idea of what was included in the approved budget for transportation, here is a high level
summary of the transportation budget:









$9.8 Billion overall, $9.2 for the state transportation work program.
$2.5B for highway construction which includes 101 new lane miles.
$840M for resurfacing, 2,073 lane miles.
$125M for seaport infrastructure improvements.
$401M for aviation improvements, includes $85M for spaceports.
$436M for bridges, replacement of 17 and repairs to 90 bridges.
$886M investment in rail/transit projects.
$236M for safety initiatives.

The 2020 regular session began on January 14 th, was scheduled to end on March 13th and the final vote was
taken on the 20th.
Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy this summary edition of the MPOAC Legislative Update.
Legislation signed into law
This is a summary of all transportation related bills that were signed into law (or are pending
signature) by the Governor following the 2020 session of the Florida Legislature. The bills are
listed in numerical order for your convenience. Each entry includes a summary of the key points
of the law, the date signed by the Governor, and the effective date.
HB 37: School Bus Safety
The bill increases the minimum civil penalty for failure to stop for a school bus to $200 and the
period of time that the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) must
suspend the driver license of the driver for any subsequent offenses committed within five years
to not less than 180 days and not more than one year.
The bill also increases the minimum civil penalty for passing a school bus on the side that
children enter and exit to $400. For a subsequent offense within five years, the DHSMV must
suspend the driver license of the driver for not less than 360 days and not more than two years.
Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 20, 2020
January 1, 2021

HB 133: Towing and Immobilizing Vehicles and Vessels
The bill makes the following changes to current law relating to the towing of vehicles and
vessels:





Incorporates vessels into the regulatory scheme for the towing of vehicles;
Prohibits a county or municipality from enacting an ordinance or rule that imposes a fee
or charge on authorized wrecker operators or towing businesses for performing towing
services;
Defines the term "towing business" to mean a business that provides towing services for
monetary gain;
Authorizes a county or municipality to impose an administrative fee on the registered
owner or lienholder of a vehicle or vessel removed and impounded by an authorized
wrecker operator or towing business, as long as the fee does not exceed 25 percent of the




local jurisdiction’s maximum towing rate. An authorized wrecker operator or towing
operator may impose the fee on behalf of the county or municipality, but such fee must
only be remitted to the county or municipality after it has been collected;
Provides that a wrecker operator or towing business who recovers, removes, or stores a
vehicle or vessel must have a lien on the vehicle or vessel that includes the value of the
administrative fee imposed by a county or municipality; and
Requires tow-away zone notices to be placed within 10 feet from the "road" instead of
within 5 feet from the "public right-of-way line."

The bill exempts Broward, Palm Beach, and Miami-Dade counties from the prohibition on
imposing a fee or charge on an authorized wrecker operator or a towing business.
Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

Pending
October 1, 2020

SB 178: Public Financing of Construction Projects
The bill requires a public entity that commissions or manages a construction project within the
coastal building zone, using funds appropriated from the state, to conduct a sea level impact
projection (SLIP) study prior to commencing construction. The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) must establish, by rule, standards for the SLIP studies. The standards must:




Use a systematic, interdisciplinary, and scientifically accepted approach in the natural
sciences and construction design in conducting the study;
Assess the flooding, inundation, and wave action damage risks relating to the coastal
structure over its expected life or 50 years, whichever is less; and
Provide alternatives for the coastal structure’s design and siting, and how such
alternatives would impact the risks identified in the SLIP, as well as the risk and cost
associated with maintaining, repairing, and constructing the coastal structure.

The requirement to conduct a SLIP study prior to commencing construction is effective one
year after DEP’s rule is finalized and only applies to projects that commence after the rule is
finalized.
SLIP studies must be conducted, submitted to DEP, and published on DEP’s website for 30
days before construction can commence. DEP must publish and maintain a copy of all SLIP
studies on its website for 10 years after receipt. The bill requires DEP to adopt rules as
necessary to administer and enforce these requirements.
The bill authorizes DEP to bring a civil action to seek injunctive relief to cease construction,
enforce the rules, or seek recovery of state funds expended on a coastal structure, if construction
commences without compliance to the rules. The requirements of the bill may not be construed
to create a cause of action for damages or otherwise authorize the imposition of penalties by a
public entity for failure to implement what is contained in a SLIP study.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 29, 2020
July 1, 2020

HB 279: Local Government Public Construction Works
The bill reforms how local governments must estimate the projected costs of a public building
construction project. Local governments must use a cost estimation formula when deciding
whether to use a contractor to complete the project or if it is in the local government’s best

interest to perform the project using its own services, employees, and equipment. The project
cost estimation formula must include employee compensation and benefits, the cost of direct
materials to be used in the construction of the project (including materials purchased by the
local government), other direct costs, and an additional factor of 20 percent for management,
overhead, and other indirect costs. Local governments must consider the same formula when
determining the estimated cost of road and bridge construction and reconstruction projects
performed with proceeds from the constitutional gas tax.
A local government constructing a public building using its own services, employees, and
equipment must create a report summarizing the project constructed by the local government,
which must be publicly reviewed each year by the local government. The Auditor General must
also examine the project reports as part of his or her audits of local governments.
The bill also requires local governments issuing bidding documents or other requests for
proposals to provide a list of all other governmental entities that may have additional permits or
fees generated by a project.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 30, 2020
July 1, 2020

HB 717: Space Florida Financing
Space Florida has the authority to issue revenue bonds and raise revenue through the acquisition
of debt, including securing bank loans. The bill revises that authority in a variety of ways,
including making several conforming changes to relevant sections of Florida statute.
The bill relieves Space Florida of the requirement to notify the presiding officers and
appropriations chairs of both houses of the Legislature before presenting a bond proposal to the
Governor and Cabinet and the requirement for the Governor and Cabinet to approve the bond’s
issuance.
The bill clarifies that Space Florida is subject to the minimum credit-worthiness requirements in
Florida statute (s. 189.051, F.S.). It also authorizes Space Florida to validate its bonds pursuant
to ch. 75, F.S., which provides generally for government-issued bond validation. Additionally,
the bill reduces the term for which Space Florida may issue a bond to 30 years.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 29, 2020
July 1, 2020

HB 915: Commercial Service Airports
The bill requires:






The Auditor General to conduct an operational and financial audit of each large-hub
commercial service airport at least once every seven years (defined as a publicly owned
airport that has at least one percent of the annual passenger boardings in the United
States as reported by the Federal Aviation Administration);
Each member of the governing body of such airports to comply with financial
disclosure requirements (as defined in state statute or constitution);
The governing body of each commercial service airport to establish and maintain a
website to post information relating to the operation of the airport;
Commercial service airports to comply with statutorily defined procurement
requirements for purchases exceeding $65,000;

o Contracts must use a competitive sealed bid, proposal, or reply process (with
exceptions) and must be posted (with redactions) on the airport website;
o After an opportunity for public comment, a governing body must approve,
award, or ratify as a separate line item on its agenda each contract exceeding
$325,000;
 Members of a governing body and employees of a commercial service airport be
subjected to Florida Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees related
requirements.
o Does not prohibit a county or municipal charter, ordinance, or resolution of the
governing body from applying more stringent ethical standards;
o Imposes on each member of a governing body annual ethics training
requirements;
 Each commercial service airport, starting November 1, 2021, to annually submit
approved budgets, federal financial reports, website links, and statutory compliance
statements to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT);
o The FDOT must annually review the information for accuracy and, starting
January 15, 2022, submit a report summarizing commercial service airport
compliance the provisions of law to the Governor, the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and
o The FDOT is prohibited from expending any funds allocated to the airport
(unless the funds are pledged for debt service) until a commercial service airport
demonstrates compliance.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

Pending
October 1, 2020

HB 969: Broadband Internet Service
The bill transfers the state’s broadband program from the Department of Management Services
(DMS) to the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO), creating the Florida Office of
Broadband within DEOs Division of Community Development. Specifically, the Florida Office
of Broadband is directed to:





Create a strategic plan to increase the use of broadband Internet service in Florida.
o The plan must include a process to review and verify public input on broadband
Internet transmission speeds and availability;
Build and facilitate local technology planning teams, especially with community
members from the areas of education, healthcare, business, tourism, agriculture,
economic development, and local government;
Encourage public use of Internet service through broadband grant programs; and
Monitor, participate in, and provide input on Federal Communications Commission
proceedings that are related to the geographic availability and deployment of broadband
Internet in Florida.

The bill also provides that the Department of Transportation may, beginning in Fiscal Year
2022-2023, use up to $5 million annually from the funds transferred to Florida’s Turnpike
Enterprise to the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-CORES) program
for projects that assist in the development of broadband infrastructure within or adjacent to a
multiuse corridor.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 9, 2020
July 1, 2020

HB 971: Electric Bicycles
The bill creates a definition for electric bicycles (e-bikes) within a three-tiered classification
system and revises several related definitions. E-bike or e-bike operators are endowed with all
the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of a bicycle or bicycle operator.
E-bikes are authorized to operate where bicycles are allowed, including, but not limited to,
streets, highways, roadways, shoulders, bicycle lanes, and bicycle or multiuse paths. That said,
the bill specifically states that nothing prevents local governments from regulating the operation
of e-bikes on streets, highways, sidewalks, and sidewalk areas under the local government’s
jurisdiction or that a municipality, county, or agency of the state having jurisdiction over a
bicycle path, multiuse path, or trail network from restricting or prohibiting the operation of an ebike on such facilities;
Under the law, an e-bike or an e-bike operator is not subject to the provisions of law relating to
financial responsibility, driver or motor vehicle licenses, vehicle registration, title certificates,
off-highway motorcycles, or off-highway vehicles.
The bill also makes technical and conforming changes throughout related statutory provisions.



Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 20, 2020
July 1, 2020

SB 7018: Essential State Infrastructure
The bill contains various provisions relating to essential state infrastructure, including provisions
relating to emergency staging areas, utility permit application processing for use of county or
municipal rights-of-way, development of a recommended plan for electric vehicle charging
stations along the State Highway System, and use of agricultural land subject to a conservation
easement for construction of a public or private linear facility and right of access.
Specifically, the bill:


Provides that a permit application by a county or municipality to use the right-of-way on
any public road for a utility must be processed and acted upon within the expedited time
frames of the “Advanced Wireless Infrastructure Deployment Act,” s. 337.401(7)(d)7.,8.,
and 9., F.S.;



Authorizes the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to plan, design, and
construct staging areas for emergency response on the turnpike system. These areas are
for the staging of emergency supplies, equipment, and personnel to facilitate the prompt
provision of emergency assistance to the public in response to a declared state of
emergency;
o Directs the FDOT, in consultation with the Division of Emergency Management,
to consider the extent to which a proposed site:
 Is located in a geographic area that best facilitates the wide dissemination
of emergency-related supplies and equipment;
 Provides ease of access to major highways and other transportation
facilities;
 Is sufficiently large to accommodate the staging of a significant amount of
emergency-related supplies and equipment;
 Provides space in support of emergency preparedness and evacuation
activities, such as fuel reserve capacity;



Could be used during non-emergency periods for commercial motor
vehicle parking and for other uses; and
 Is consistent with other state and local emergency management
considerations;
o Authorizes the FDOT to acquire property necessary for such staging areas and
requires the FDOT to give priority consideration to placement of such staging
areas in counties with a population of 200,000 or less in which a multi-use
corridor of regional significance is located;
o Grants the FDOT power to authorize other uses of a staging area and requires that
staging-area projects be included in the FDOT’s work program;


Requires the FDOT, in coordination with the Public Service Commission (PSC) and the
Office of Energy within the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and any
other public or private entities as necessary or appropriate, to develop and recommend a
master plan for the development of electric vehicle charging station infrastructure along
the State Highway System;
o The bill sets out a number of legislative findings and sets up a division of the
workload between the FDOT and the PSC of goals and objectives of the
recommended plan based on area of expertise. In this arrangement, the FDOT is
responsible for the following goals and objectives:
 Identifying the types or characteristics of possible locations for electric
vehicle charging station infrastructure along the State Highway System to
support a supply of electric vehicle charging stations that will accomplish
the goals and objectives of this section, support both short-range and longrange electric vehicle travel, encourage the expansion of electric vehicle
use in this state, and adequately serve evacuation routes in this state;
 Identifying any barriers to the use of electric vehicles and electric vehicle
charging station infrastructure both for short-range and long-range electric
vehicle travel along the State Highway System;
 Identifying an implementation strategy for expanding electric vehicle and
charging station infrastructure use in this state;
 Quantifying the loss of revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund due
to the current and projected future use of electric vehicles in this state and
summarizing efforts of other states to address such revenue loss.
o Authorizes the FDOT, the PSC, and the Office of Energy to agree to explore
other issues deemed necessary or appropriate for purposes of the required report
o Requires that the master plan be developed and submitted to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by July
1, 2021. The plan must include recommendations for legislation and may include
other recommendations as determined by the FDOT. The bill also requires that
the FDOT file a status report containing any preliminary recommendations,
including recommendations for legislation to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House by December 1, 2020.




Date signed by Governor:
Effective date:

June 9, 2020
July 1, 2020

