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Meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee
Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 9:00 AM
I.

Call to Order & Introductions

II.

Public Comment - 3 minutes per speaker, please

III.

Approval of Minutes – February 15, 2017

IV.

Action Items
A. CAC At-Large Appointments (Rich Clarendon, MPO Staff)

V.

Mayor Kim Leinbach
Temple Terrace
Joe Lopano
Hillsborough County
Aviation Authority
Mayor Rick A Lott
City of Plant City
Councilman
Guido Maniscalco
City of Tampa
Commissioner
Sandra Murman
Hillsborough County
Cindy Stuart
Hillsborough County
School Board
Councilman Luis Viera
City of Tampa
Joseph Waggoner
Expressway Authority
Commissioner
Stacy R. White
Hillsborough County
Beth Alden, AICP
Executive Director

9:05

9:10

Status Reports
A. Dale Mabry Pedestrian Crossing Study
(Danielle Joyce, MPO consultant)

9:25

B. Health in all Policies Terrace Park/University Square Project
(Pedro Parra, Planning Commission Staff)

9:45

C. Plant City Walk/Bike Plan

10:05

VI.

Old Business & New Business

10:25

VII.

Adjournment

VIII.

New CAC Member Orientation

IX.

Addendum

Following Regular Meeting

A. Federal & State Legislative News
B. New York Times Article – Go Back to Gravel Roads
C. St. Petersblog Article – Cross Bay Ferry Carries More than 6,000 Passengers
D. Notice of Public Meetings – Federal Certification of MPO
The full agenda packet is available on the MPO’s website, www.planhillsborough.org,
or by calling (813) 272-5940.
The MPO does not discriminate in any of its programs or services. Public participation
is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or
family status. Learn more about our commitment to non-discrimination

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th Floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Persons needing interpreter services or accommodations for a disability in order to
participate in this meeting, free of charge, are encouraged to contact Michele Ogilvie,
813-273-3774 x317 or ogilviem@plancom.org, three business days in advance of the
meeting. Also, if you are only able to speak Spanish, please call the Spanish help line
at 813-273-3774, x211.

Si necesita servicios de traducción, el MPO ofrece por gratis. Para registrarse por estos servicios,
por favor llame a Michele Ogilvie directamente al 813-273-3774, x317 con tres días antes, o
ogilviem@plancom.org de cerro electronico. También, si sólo se puede hablar en español, por
favor llame a la línea de ayuda en español al (813) 273-3774, ext. 211.
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, materials attached are for research and
educational purposes, and are distributed without profit to MPO Board members, MPO staff, or
related committees or subcommittees the MPO supports. The MPO has no affiliation whatsoever
with the originator of attached articles nor is the MPO endorsed or sponsored by the originator.
Persons wishing to use copyrighted material for purposes of their own that go beyond ‘fair use’
must first obtain permission from the copyright owner.

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 15, 2017
MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman David Wilson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., and the meeting was held
in the Plan Hillsborough Committee Room. Introductions were held.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Charles Poteet; Ray Alzamora; Vance Arnett; David Wilson; David Butcher; Adam Fritz;
Dennis LeVine; Bill Roberts; Kevin O’Hare; Tracy Wisneski; Rick Richmond.
MEMBERS EXCUSED:
Walter Niles; Gloria Mills.
OTHERS PRESENT:
Richard Clarendon, Wanda West, Johnny Wong, Wade Reynolds, Beth Alden, Allison Yeh,
Bud Whitehead, MPO Staff; Dr. Ayesha Johnson, Dept. of Health – Hillsborough; Lucien
Campillo, HART; Milton Martinez, City of Tampa; Bob Frey, THEA; Carol Scott, Ed
McKinney, Roger Roscoe, Stephen Benson, FDOT; Kimberly Overman, CAC Applicant.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (January 11, 2017)
There were no objections to the minutes; therefore, Chair Wilson approved the
minutes by acclamation.
ACTION ITEMS
A. CAC At-Large Nominations
Mr. Clarendon presented information regarding the applicants: 1) Amy Espinosa and Clifford
Reiss expressed interest in the neighborhood representative seat, 2) Kimberly Overman
expressed interest in the business representative, neighborhood representative, or woman
representative seats, and 3) Doreen Jesseph is interested in the seat represented by a
woman. Joe Farrell withdrew his application due to other obligations. Ms. Espinosa has
spoken with Ms. Cindy Stuart and expressed her interest as the School Board representative
as well.
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Discussion was held regarding the two applicants for the neighborhood representative.
To be appointed to an at-large seat, a candidate must first be recommended by the CAC,
and the MPO Board then makes the final appointment. Mr. Clarendon noted that since Ms.
Overman had expressed interest in the seat for a business representative and Ms. Jesseph
was interested in the seat reserved for a woman, those two seemed to be uncontested.
Mr. Arnett made a motion to move forward Ms. Jesseph and Ms. Overman as
candidates for the at-large woman and business representatives respectively to the
MPO. Mr. Richmond seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Alzamora made a motion to recommend Mr. Clifford Rice for the at-large
neighborhood representative position. Mr. Arnett seconded the motion and the
motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Arnett stressed the importance of applicants attending the meetings at 9:00 a.m.
B. George Road Health Impact Assessment
Mr. Wade Reynolds, MPO staff, and Ms. Ayesha Johnson, Florida Department of Health
staff, presented information in Ms. Nguyen’s absence.
Following the presentation, members had questions regarding the calculation of the risk of
crime and stress levels being moderate and crime prevention through environmental design
and deliverable on the George Road complete streets design process.
Mr. O’Hare made a motion to recommend approval of the George Road Health Impact
Assessment Report to the MPO Board. Mr. Alzamora seconded the motion and the
motion carried unanimously.
C. TBX Motion (Cont’d from November 2016)
Mr. Clarendon opened the item for discussion. At the CAC’s November meeting, members
held a lengthy discussion regarding the Tampa Bay Express (TBX) project. Following that
discussion, members discussed crafting a motion to convey their feeling that FDOT needs
to take a stronger role in promoting regional transit. Mr. Bill Roberts agreed to work on the
motion and drafted the following for the CAC’s consideration:
The CAC recommends to the MPO that a request be made to the FDOT whereby the
FDOT provide additional leadership to promote regional transit; specifically providing
a clear and concise evaluation of the technologies available and their relative merits
as they could be applied to the Tampa Bay region. Mr. Roberts proposed this motion
and the motion was seconded by Mr. Arnett.
Following the motion, discussion was held regarding a regional solution.
Mr. O’Hare suggested that the new person who replaced Ms. Debbie Hunt at FDOT should
come and address the CAC since Ms. Hunt previously did.
2

MPO CAC
Minutes of February 15, 2017

Mr. Levine amended the motion to add the word “strongly” recommend.
amendment was seconded by Mr. Arnett and passed unanimously.

The

Mr. Alzamora made a motion to add the word “transportation” before technologies.
Mr. Arnett seconded the amendment and motion passed unanimously.
The main motion as amended was carried unanimously and will be forwarded to the
MPO Board.
There was additional discussion following the approval of the motion. It was recommended
to keep close tabs and if there is no satisfaction with actions, another motion can take place,
or further evaluation can be suggested.
Mr. O’Hare suggested attending and presenting public comments at the next MPO Board
meeting. Mr. O’Hare also requested a presentation on the HART study and periodic updates
from HART as well.
Ms. Alden suggested that the CAC’s motion be presented to the MPO’s Policy Committee,
and will coordinate with Mr. Clarendon and Chair Wilson to have the item placed on the
committee’s agenda.
STATUS REPORTS
A. Flamingo – Regional Fare Collection System
Mr. Lucien Campillo, HART representative, provided information on developing a regional
approach of modernizing the collection of fixed route fares and public outreach.
After the presentation, Chair Wilson wanted to know why Citrus, Manatee, and Polk counties
dropped out of the project. Mr. Campillo stated that they can be added later.
Mr. Arnett made comments about increasing ridership and suggested ensuring senior citizen
discounts when the system is implemented.
Mr. Fritz wanted to know how challenging it would be to provide choices to riders on the
application. In addition, he suggested a focus group to assure success of the project.
B. Streetcar Extension Study
Mr. Milton Martinez, Chief Transportation Engineer for the City of Tampa, presented
information on the two-phase study, and offered to come back and provide updates.
Following the presentation, there were questions about linking the streetcar to the regional
transit system, community engagement and getting the word out to the public sooner about
the project.
C. Gandy Blvd / Selmon West Extension – Project Update
3
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Mr. Bob Frey, Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway Authority (THEA) representative,
gave an update on the project.
After the update, Mr. Levine expressed concerns regarding whether two lanes were
sufficient for the future and not planning for what the area’s growth is expanding to.
D. Connected Vehicles Pilot Project
Mr. Frey presented information on THEA’s innovative connected vehicle technology pilot
project in Tampa’s central business district.
Following the update, Mr. Arnett expressed concerns regarding traffic at Kennedy and
Meridian and stated that THEA has been a great partner.
Mr. Butcher wanted to know if there was going to be free Wi-Fi in areas where the benches
are.
OLD AND NEW BUSINESS
A. MPO Certification (Public Meeting following April CAC)
Mr. Clarendon noted that the federal quadrennial certification review of the MPO will take
place April 11-13, including a public meeting on April 12 at 10:00 a.m., on the 18th floor. The
certification review public hearing is scheduled immediately following the CAC meeting;
therefore, the meeting will be compressed. The CAC is invited to attend.
B. Port Tampa Bay Harbor Tour
In response to a request that was made after the Port Tampa Bay master plan presentation
last month, a tour is being scheduled tentatively in May. However, because the CAC is
scheduled to review the five-year TIP at that time. Mr. Clarendon suggested that therefore
the tour be postposed to October.
Mr. Arnett requested an update on the Ferry.
Chair Wilson made comments regarding the MPO regional process and stated that he has
a meeting scheduled with FDOT and Secretary Steinman.
The group thanked Tracy Wisneski and Walter Niles for their time since they are both
resigning due to job obligations.
Following the meeting, Mr. Clarendon held a new member CAC orientation for Mr. Butcher
and invited others who wanted an update to attend.
ADJOURNMENT
4
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There being no further business, Mr. Arnett made a motion to adjourn. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Levine and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:14
a.m.
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Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
CAC At-Large Nominations
Presenter
Rich Clarendon, MPO staff
Summary
The CAC has three vacant at-large seats for 1) a woman, 2) a person of
Hispanic origin, and 3) a person of African American origin.
To be appointed to an at-large seat, a candidate must first be
recommended by the CAC. The MPO board then makes the final
appointment.
Attached for your consideration are applications from the candidates who
wish to be considered for the following:
Name

Position

Amy Espinosa
Robert Davila

Seat for a Woman
Seat for a person of Hispanic origin

Ms. Espinosa came to introduce herself to the CAC in January, and Mr.
Davila is expected to do so at this meeting.
If any CAC member desires additional information from an applicant,
please funnel the request through MPO staff.
Recommended Action
Nominate candidates to fill each of the vacant at-large seats for a woman
and a person of Hispanic origin.
Prepared By
Rich Clarendon, AICP
Attachments
CAC Applications
Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Amy Espinosa
Tuesday, January 3, 2017 9:30 PM
Wanda West
Rich Clarendon
MPO Advisory Board / Committee membership submission

1. Which Board or Committee are you interested in? Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
2. My name is: Amy Espinosa
3. My email address is
4. My current place of employment is Owner, Dots & Cubes, Information Architect, Tampa,
FL, 33604,
5. I reside at same as above
6. I prefer to be contacted and receive documents at Home
7. Gender : Female
8. Race : White / non-Hispanic
9. Born : 01/28/1975, Ft. Lauderdale FL
10. US Citizen : Yes
11. I have a disability : No
11. Felony or misdemeanor offense : I have never been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor offense.
13. Registered voter : Yes
14. Receive Medicaid, SSI or WIC benefits? No
15. Resident of Hillsborough County since : 1988
16. Education :
High School : Plant, 1993
Secondary : HCC, graduated 1999, AS Degree - Computer Information Systems Analysis
17. Professional license or certificate : Yes
Nail Technician, 1995 (held for a year and realized it was not my path), no issues.
1

18. Qualification : I am a community-minded individual who cares deeply about the future of Tampa
Bay. I have expertise in user research which requires empathy, patience and listening skills to understand
the needs, problems and concerns of people. I am very good at solving problems collaboratively and have
18 years of design and research experience. As an Information Architect, I have the ability to make the
complex clear by thoughtfully organizing information in a way that makes it findable and
understandable. My skill set is perfectly suited to understand problems and assess needs presented by
people in our community, analyze proposed ideas and collaboratively evolve them into effective solutions
and communicate information so that it is clear, findable and understandable to the intended audience.
19. Schedule conflicts : No,
20. Organizations I am a member of : Professional: Information Architecture Institute - Member since
2008 World IA Day Tampa Bay - Founder and President 2014 - Present World IA Day - Global
Executive Producer for 2017 (Mar 2016 - Mar 2017) Civic: Seminole Heights Community Gardens
(donated our land for use to the garden 2014 - 2019, Secretary and Compost Chair 2013 - 2016) Hampton
Terrace Neighborhood Association (member 2015 - Present) Hampton Terrace Art Walk Chair (Jan Apr 2017)
21. Selling goods and services to Hillsborough County, Tampa, Temple Terrace or Plant City : No
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert Davila
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 11:59 AM
Wanda West
Rich Clarendon
MPO Advisory Board / Committee membership submission

1. Which Board or Committee are you interested in? Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
2. My name is: Robert Davila
3. My email address is
4. My current place of employment is First Citrus Bank, Senior Credit Analyst,
Tampa, FL 33618
5. I reside at Riverview, FL 33569
6. I prefer to be contacted and receive documents at Home
7. Gender : Male
8. Race : Hispanic
9. Born : 11/22/1983, Tampa, FL
10. US Citizen : Yes
11. I have a disability : No
11. Felony or misdemeanor offense : None
13. Registered voter : Yes
14. Receive Medicaid, SSI or WIC benefits? No
15. Resident of Hillsborough County since : 11/22/1983
16. Education :
High School : Leto High School, 2002
Secondary : University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, 2002-2007, B.S. Business Finance
17. Professional license or certificate : No

1

18. Qualification : Longtime resident with an interest in seeing improvement in our transportation
infrastructure to help us better compete with other cities on the world stage.
19. Schedule conflicts : No,
20. Organizations I am a member of : Lamda Theta Phi, Latin Fraternity, Inc. 2004-Present
21. Selling goods and services to Hillsborough County, Tampa, Temple Terrace or Plant City : No

2

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Dale Mabry Pedestrian Crossing Study
Presenter
Danielle Joyce, Greenman-Pedersen Inc. (MPO consultant)
Summary
The purpose of this study is to develop and assess the feasibility of various
alternatives that will connect the existing section of the I-275 trail which currently
terminates at Church Street along the north side of I-275, across Dale Mabry
Highway, to the MPO’s proposed Trail alignment along the south side of I-275
starting at Himes Avenue. The approximate study area for this component of the
project will extend the entire I-275 ROW from Cypress Street to Himes Avenue.
The project also studies and identifies conceptual bicycle and pedestrian safety and
mobility improvements at the intersection of Spruce Street and Dale Mabry Highway
as well as Walk/Bike improvement concepts along Spruce Street from Dale Mabry
Highway to Rome Avenue.
Recommended Action
None; for information only.
Prepared By
Michele Ogilvie, MPO staff
Attachments
None

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Health in All Policies Terrace Park/University Square Project
Presenter
Pedro Parra, Planning Commission Staff
Summary
The Planning Commission, MPO, and Florida Department of Health (FDOH) Hillsborough County recently received a grant from the Department of Economic
Opportunity (DEO) to study access to food in the University area and Terrace
Park/University Square.
The grant utilizes a “Health in All Polices” approach to review the currently adopted
City of Tampa Comprehensive Plan with a specific focus on food access in a targeted
area south of the University of South Florida. The University Area and Terrace
Park/University Square study area has been documented by the Department of Health
to have a number of unhealthy diet indicators.
The goal of the project is to engage the community on needed policy changes for the
Comprehensive Plan to address suburban and urban scale healthy, affordable food
access; to build community capacity for implementing those policies; and to discuss
the need and location of a potential community garden site. The project specifically
engages community members, community organizations, and decision makers within
the study area.
Recommended Action
None; for information only.
Prepared By
Michele Ogilvie, MPO staff
Attachments
None

Plan Hillsborough
planhillsborough.org
planner@plancom.org
813 - 272 - 5940
601 E Kennedy Blvd
18th floor
Tampa, FL, 33602

Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
Plant City Walk Bike
Presenter
Wade Reynolds, MPO Staff
Summary
The Plant City Walk Bike Plan is a way to synthesize the City’s previous planning
efforts, identify opportunities to fill in pedestrian and bicycle network gaps, and develop
priority project concepts that will move projects from idea to implementation. Through
a process of review, project prioritization, public outreach, and concept development,
the Project Team will work with the City to develop a Plan that creates an
interconnected system of facilities for people walking and biking to enjoy.
An initial kickoff meeting was held on February 2, 2017. More than 40 participants
provided valuable feedback on the initial analysis which looks at the feasibility of
trails, on-street bike facilities, and sidewalks.
When completed, the Walk | Bike Plant City final report will provide:


A blueprint for a comprehensive system in Plant City that makes walking and
bicycling for all purposes and by all users accessible, safe, and desirable



A phasing and implementation plan, and a starter project



Recommendations for a strong, strategic funding plan for walking and bicycle
facility expansion and improvement within the City

Recommended Action
None, for informational purposes only.
Prepared By
Wade Reynolds, MPO Staff
Attachments
Initial proposed network maps and attractors.
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18th floor
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Board & Committee Agenda Item
Agenda Item
New Member Orientation
Presenter
Rich Clarendon, MPO staff
Summary
We have several new members on the CAC who are invited to an
orientation session following the regular meeting. It typically can be
accomplished in about an hour.
The session is open to all current members and any members of the public
who would like to attend.
Recommended Action
None
Prepared By
Rich Clarendon, AICP
Attachments
None
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Beth Alden
Subject:

Washington, DC Update from NARC

March 2, 2017

View this email in your browser

CONGRESS BRIEF
Senate and House Bills Introduced to Repeal MPO Coordination Rule
Earlier today, Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) and Representative Dan Lipinski (D-IL) each
introduced identical legislation to repeal the MPO Coordination Final Rule as enacted in January.
Both bills have strong bipartisan support, a key element that we hope will help them move fairly
quickly. The Senate bill is co-sponsored by Senators Todd Young (R-IN), Shelley Moore Capito
(R-WV), and Dick Durbin (D-IL); Representative Jason Lewis (R-MN) is the primary Republican
co-sponsor in that chamber, with seventeen other members from both parties on as well. More
details on this as they become available, including bill numbers and next steps NARC members
can take to help move these forward.
Examining Environmental Barriers to Infrastructure Development Hearing
The House Oversight Committee held a hearing yesterday to identify examples of environmental
regulations that inhibit infrastructure development and consider ways to expedite projects.
During the hearing, panelists addressed staffing shortages at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, bureaucratic costs, and the value of the National Environmental
Protection Act as a whole. Richie Beyer, a county engineer in Alabama; Wayne D’Angelo, counsel
for the Steel Manufacturers Association; and Nicholas Loris of the Heritage Foundation testified.
Connecting America: Improving Access to Infrastructure for Communities Across
the Country Hearing
Yesterday the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation held a hearing on
improving rural infrastructure. South Dakota Governor Dennis Daugaard emphasized that public
private partnerships will not work for rural areas, and requested the use of formula funding in
any new infrastructure package. Shirley Bloomfield from NTCA - The Rural Broadband
Association discussed their work improving broadband in rural areas and the importance of
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including broadband programs in infrastructure legislation. Each witness stated that rural
investments are extremely important because they connect urban areas.

ADMINISTRATION BRIEF
Infrastructure Plan Still Lacks Details
In an address to a joint meeting of Congress on Tuesday, President Trump reaffirmed his
intention to call on Congress for a significant increase in federal infrastructure spending. Though
details of the plan remained scarce, the speech marked the first acknowledgement from Trump
that the $1 trillion investment he favors will be a mix of public and private capital, with federal
dollars used to leverage private investment. This comes amid growing doubts that Congress will
tackle this issue in 2017, the victim of a packed legislative schedule and fiscal conservatives’
resistance to a huge spending package. Today the administration is meeting with federal agencies
to initiate the process of creating a formal infrastructure plan.
Revaluating Autonomous Vehicle Guidelines
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao told the National Governors Association this week that the
autonomous vehicle guidance released by the Obama administration in September would be
reviewed. The new administration will reevaluate the guidance and work with stakeholders to
update and amend it. Chao urged companies to explain the benefits of the new technology to the
public.

REGIONS BRIEF
2016 SANDAG Milestones and Accomplishments Video
The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) created a video highlighting last year’s
regional accomplishments in transportation for their Board of Directors retreat. SANDAG either
completed or began construction on 23 projects in 2016, including their Mid-Coat Trolley
extension.
New Transportation for America Director Announced
Transportation for America named Adrea Turner as their new executive director. Turner
previously served as chief of staff for the District of Columbia DOT, and worked for Pew
Charitable Trust and Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley’s administration. Ms. Turner will
replace James Corless, who begins as executive director of the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments in April.

JOBS
View full list of jobs!
Planning Data and Research Program Director
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, Washington, DC
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Beth Alden
Subject:

March 3 Planning Commission Bill Tracking Report

From: Diane Salz <noreply@lobbytools.com>
Date: March 3, 2017 at 3:31:05 PM EST
To: salz.govconsultant@gmail.com
Subject: 3/3 HCCCPC Bill Tracking Report
Reply-To: salz.govconsultant@gmail.com
FYI.

2017 Bills (24)
Number Title

Sponsor

Use of Wireless
Communications
HB 0069
Slosberg
Devices while
Driving
(I: 144 )

SB 0144

(I: 69 )

SB 0178
(S: 6007 )
(I: 630 )

SB 0308

Last Action

Date Foldered

01/09/17

02/06/17 10:03PM

Use of Wireless Communications Devices while Driving: Provides for primary enforcement of Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law for
drivers age 18 or younger; requires deposit of fines into Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund. Effective Date: July 1, 2017
12/02/16 HOUSE Filed
01/09/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
01/09/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

Use of Wireless
Communications
Garcia
Devices While
Driving

03/02/17

02/06/17 10:03PM

Use of Wireless Communications Devices While Driving; Providing for primary enforcement of the Florida Ban on Texting While Driving
Law for drivers age 18 or younger; requiring deposit of fines into the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund; providing an effective date,
etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
12/12/16 SENATE Filed
12/20/16 SENATE Referred to Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities; Transportation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation,
Tourism, and Economic Development; Appropriations
01/30/17 SENATE On Committee agenda - Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities, 02/07/17, 2:00 pm, 301 S
02/07/17 SENATE Temporarily postponed by Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities
03/02/17 SENATE On Committee agenda - Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities, 03/07/17, 4:00 pm, 301 S

Traffic
Infraction
Detectors

Artiles

02/08/17

02/06/17 10:08PM

Traffic Infraction Detectors; Repealing provisions relating to the definitions of “local hearing officer” and “traffic infraction detector” and to
the installation and use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified provisions when a driver fails to stop at a traffic signal,
provisions that authorize the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, a county, or a municipality to use such detectors, and the
distribution of penalties collected for specified violations, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020
12/15/16 SENATE Filed
01/10/17 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development; Appropriations
01/25/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 01/27/17, 9:15 am, 117 K (No Votes Will Be
Taken)
01/30/17 SENATE On Committee agenda - Transportation, 02/07/17, 2:00 pm, 401 S
02/07/17 SENATE Unfavorable by Transportation; 2 Yeas, 2 Nays
02/08/17 SENATE Laid on Table

Expressway
Authorities

Artiles

03/03/17
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01/26/17 12:37PM

Expressway Authorities; Repealing provisions relating to the Florida Expressway Authority Act and related provisions, which allows the
creation and operation of expressway authorities; transferring the governance and control of any expressway authority formed under the
Florida Expressway Authority Act to the Florida Turnpike Enterprise; Effective Date: 10/1/2017
01/09/17 SENATE Filed
01/25/17 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development;
Appropriations
03/03/17 SENATE Withdrawn from Transportation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development;
Appropriations
03/03/17 SENATE Withdrawn prior to introduction

Tampa Bay Area
Regional
HB 0495
Toledo
Transportation
Authority

02/22/17

01/24/17 08:13PM

Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority: Revises membership of TBARTA's Citizens Advisory Committee.Effective Date: July 1,
2017
01/24/17 HOUSE Filed
02/06/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee
02/06/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee
02/15/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, 02/22/17, 1:15 pm, 116 K
02/22/17 HOUSE Favorable by Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; 14 Yeas, 0 Nays
02/22/17 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee

SB 0630
(S: 6007 )
(I: 178 )

Traffic
Infraction
Detectors

Campbell

02/16/17

02/06/17 10:08PM

Traffic Infraction Detectors; Repealing provisions relating to the installation and use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified
provisions when a driver fails to stop at a traffic signal, provisions that authorize the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, a
county, or a municipality to use such detectors, and the distribution of penalties collected for specified violations, respectively, etc.
Effective Date: 7/1/2020
02/01/17 SENATE Filed
02/16/17 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Community Affairs; Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic
Development; Appropriations

Hillsborough
County Public
HB 0647
Transportation
Commission

Grant (J)

02/15/17

02/06/17 03:23PM

Hillsborough County Public Transportation Commission: Prohibits commission from incurring additional obligations or indebtedness;
requires liquidation of assets & satisfaction of existing obligations & indebtedness by a specified date; dissolves commission; corrects cross
reference. Effective Date: December 31, 2017
02/06/17 HOUSE Filed
02/15/17 HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Government
Accountability Committee
02/15/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

SB 0654
(I: 1095 )

HB 0865

(S: 1118 )

SB 0880

Transportation

Latvala (J)

02/16/17

02/02/17 01:28PM

Transportation; Providing for a future reduction in specified fees from annual license taxes which must be deposited into the General
Revenue Fund; providing for the subsequent deletion of the requirement that specified fees from annual license taxes be deposited into
the General Revenue Fund, etc. Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2019
02/02/17 SENATE Filed
02/15/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 02/17/17, 1:30 pm, 117 K (No Votes Will Be
Taken)
02/16/17 SENATE Referred to Transportation; Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax; Appropriations

Department of
Transportation

Williamson

03/01/17

02/17/17 01:17PM

Department of Transportation: Provides for assessment & calculation of fine for unlawful weight & load of natural gas-fueled vehicle;
requires written certification of weight information; provides gross vehicle weight requirements; provides exception; requires inspection of
certain bridges at intervals required by Federal Highway Administration; revises amount for which DOT may enter into certain construction
& maintenance contracts; provides requirements for validation of turnpike revenue bonds & related complaints; waives requirements for
approval of certain work program amendments by LBC; deletes provisions regarding Florida Highway Beautification Council; transfers
certain powers & duties to DOT; prohibits SFRTA from entering into certain contracts/agreements & committing certain funds w/o DOT
approval of expenditures; prohibits certain funds to be provided to authority except under certain circumstances; provides requirements
for entering into certain new contracts. Effective Date: July 1, 2017
02/17/17 HOUSE Filed
03/01/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
03/01/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

Government
Accountability

Stargel

02/23/17
2

02/10/17 04:30PM

(S: 479 )

HB 0881
(I: 1086 )

Government Accountability; Specifying that the Governor, the Commissioner of Education, or the designee of the Governor or of the
commissioner may notify the Legislative Auditing Committee of an entity’s failure to comply with certain auditing and financial reporting
requirements; authorizing the Auditor General to conduct audits of tourist development councils and county tourism promotion agencies;
requiring counties and municipalities to maintain certain budget documents on the entities’ websites for a specified period, etc. Effective
Date: 7/1/2017
02/10/17 SENATE Filed
02/23/17 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Appropriations; Rules

Transportation
Disadvantaged

03/01/17

Stark

03/01/17

SB 0940

02/20/17 08:44PM

Public Notices by Local Governmental Entities: Authorizes certain local governmental entities to publish legally required notices &
advertisements on publicly accessible websites under certain circumstances. Effective Date: October 1, 2017
02/20/17 HOUSE Filed
03/01/17 HOUSE Referred to Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee; Government Accountability Committee
03/01/17 HOUSE Now in Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee

HB 0919 Public Meetings Roth
(I: 914 )

02/19/17 04:51PM

Transportation Disadvantaged: Requires transportation coordinating boards to consider certain criteria in evaluating multicounty/regional
transportation opportunities; authorizes transportation disadvantaged program funds to be used to purchase certain services; provides
circumstances under which cash/in-kind match is not required. Effective Date: July 1, 2017
02/17/17 HOUSE Filed
03/01/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
03/01/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee

Public Notices
by Local
HB 0897
Governmental
Entities
(S: 1444 )

Watson (B)

03/01/17

02/21/17 08:21PM

Public Meetings: Specifies conditions under which members of board or commission of state agency or authority or of agency or authority
of county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision may participate in fact-finding exercises or excursions; provides for construction.
Effective Date: upon becoming a law
02/21/17 HOUSE Filed
03/01/17 HOUSE Referred to Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee; Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcommittee;
Government Accountability Committee
03/01/17 HOUSE Now in Oversight, Transparency & Administration Subcommittee

Growth
Management

Perry

02/23/17

02/15/17 11:06AM

Growth Management; Requiring local governments to address the protection of private property rights in their comprehensive plans;
requiring the comprehensive plan to include a private property rights element that sets forth principles, guidelines, standards, and
strategies to achieve certain objectives; requiring the state land planning agency to approve the private property rights element adopted
by each local government if it is substantially in a specified form, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
02/15/17 SENATE Filed
02/23/17 SENATE Referred to Community Affairs; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; Rules

SB 0996
(S: 997 )

SB 1086
(I: 881 )

Administrative
Proceedings

SB 1118
(S: 865 )

SB 1374

02/23/17

02/20/17 02:57PM

Administrative Proceedings; Requiring an award of attorney fees and costs to be made to a prevailing party in specified administrative
proceedings subject to certain requirements; requiring an administrative law judge to conduct an evidentiary hearing and issue a final
order on application for such award, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
02/16/17 SENATE Filed
02/23/17 SENATE Referred to Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government; Appropriations

Transportation
Disadvantaged

Garcia

02/21/17

02/21/17 09:57AM

Transportation Disadvantaged; Requiring each coordinating board to evaluate multicounty or regional transportation opportunities with
specific consideration given to nonsponsored transportation disadvantaged services that include services between specific origins and
destinations selected by the individual user which may require travel across designated service areas to enhance access to health care,
shopping, education, employment, public services, and other life-sustaining activities, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
02/21/17 SENATE Filed

HB 1095 Transportation
(I: 654 )

Perry

La Rosa

02/28/17

02/28/17 07:27PM

Transportation: Provides for future reduction in, & subsequent deletion of, specified fees from annual license taxes which must be
deposited into General Revenue Fund. Effective Date: July 1, 2019
02/28/17 HOUSE Filed

Transportation

Gainer

02/21/17

02/21/17 08:21PM

Transportation; Providing for the calculation of fines for unlawful weight and load for a vehicle fueled by natural gas; requiring bridges on
public transportation facilities to be inspected for certain purposes at regular intervals as required by the Federal Highway Administration;
increasing the allowable amount for contracts for construction and maintenance that the Department of Transportation may enter into, in
certain circumstances, without advertising and receiving competitive bids, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
02/21/17 SENATE Filed

Transportation

Perry

03/01/17
3

03/01/17 02:31PM

Transportation; Directing the Department of Transportation to erect signage in specified counties to commemorate certain conflicts
involving the United States Armed Forces; directing the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to develop certain specialty
license plates; creating a special license plate for recipients of the Bronze Star medal, etc. Effective Date: Except as otherwise expressly
provided in this act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2017
03/01/17 SENATE Filed

SB 1444

(S: 897 )

SB 1514

Public Notices
by Local
Governmental
Entities

Stewart

03/02/17

03/02/17 10:17AM

Public Notices by Local Governmental Entities; Providing that publication of a notice or advertisement on a publicly accessible website
maintained by a county or municipality constitutes legal notice for specified purposes; authorizing a county, municipality, or dependent
special district to publish legally required advertisements on a publicly accessible website, etc. Effective Date: 10/1/2017
03/02/17 SENATE Filed

Public Meetings Rader

03/02/17

03/03/17 11:16AM

Public Meetings; Specifying that a board or commission of any entity created by general or special law is subject to public meetings
requirements; providing that a member of the public has the right to speak at a public meeting of a board or commission; providing civil
and criminal penalties for violations of the act, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2017
03/02/17 SENATE Filed

TBARTA Moving
HB 3663 The Region
Harrison
Forward

03/01/17

02/20/17 04:42PM

TBARTA Moving The Region Forward: Provides an appropriation for the TBARTA Moving The Region Forward. Effective Date: July 1, 2017
02/20/17 HOUSE Filed
03/01/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee
03/01/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcommittee

HART
HyperlinkHB 4033
Downtown
Tampa Zone

Toledo

02/24/17

02/24/17 06:35PM

HART Hyperlink- Downtown Tampa Zone: Provides an appropriation for the HART Hyperlink- Downtown Tampa Zone. Effective Date: July
1, 2017
02/24/17 HOUSE Filed

Traffic
HB 6007 Infraction
Detectors

Avila

02/21/17

02/06/17 10:08PM

Traffic Infraction Detectors: Repeals provisions relating to installation & use of traffic infraction detectors to enforce specified provisions
(S: 178 630
when driver fails to stop at traffic signal, provisions that authorize DHSMV, county, or municipality to use such detectors, & provisions for
)
distribution of penalties collected for specified violations.Effective Date: July 1, 2020
12/16/16 HOUSE Filed
01/09/17 HOUSE Referred to Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; Appropriations Committee; Government Accountability Committee
01/09/17 HOUSE Now in Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee
01/18/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee, 01/25/17, 1:00 pm, 102 H
01/25/17 Bill to be Discussed During the Office of EDR's Revenue Estimating Impact Conference, 01/27/17, 9:15 am, 117 K (No Votes Will Be
Taken)
01/25/17 HOUSE Favorable by Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee; 13 Yeas, 1 Nay
01/25/17 HOUSE Now in Appropriations Committee
01/31/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Appropriations Committee, 02/07/17, 3:00 pm, 212 K
02/07/17 HOUSE Favorable by Appropriations Committee; 20 Yeas, 7 Nays
02/07/17 HOUSE Now in Government Accountability Committee
02/14/17 HOUSE On Committee agenda - Government Accountability Committee, 02/21/17, 10:00 am, 17 H
02/21/17 HOUSE Favorable by Government Accountability Committee 16 Yeas, 3 Nays
02/21/17 HOUSE Placed on Calendar
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Florida Senate - 2017 SB 1720
By Senator Rouson

19-00564A-17
20171720__
1
A bill to be entitled
2
An act relating to the Tampa Bay Area Regional
3
Transportation Authority; repealing part V of ch. 343,
4
F.S., relating to the Tampa Bay Area Regional
5
Transportation Authority; terminating the Tampa Bay
6
Area Regional Transportation Authority; amending ss.
7
339.175 and 341.302, F.S.; conforming provisions to
8
changes made by the act; providing an effective date.
9
10 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12
Section 1. Part V of chapter 343, Florida
Statutes,
13 consisting of sections 343.90, 343.91, 343.92, 343.922,
343.94,
14 343.941, 343.943, 343.944, 343.947, 343.95, 343.96,
343.962,
15 343.97, 343.973, 343.975, and 343.976, is repealed.
16
Section 2. Paragraph (i) of subsection (6) of section
17 339.175, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
18
339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.
19
(6) POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES. The powers,
20 privileges, and authority of an M.P.O. are those specified in
21 this section or incorporated in an interlocal agreement
22 authorized under s. 163.01. Each M.P.O. shall perform all acts
23 required by federal or state laws or rules, now and
subsequently
24 applicable, which are necessary to qualify for federal aid. It
1

25 is the intent of this section that each M.P.O. shall be
involved
26 in the planning and programming of transportation facilities,
27 including, but not limited to, airports, intercity and high
28 speed rail lines, seaports, and intermodal facilities, to the
29 extent permitted by state or federal law.
30
(i) The Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
Authority
31 Metropolitan Planning Organization Chairs Coordinating
Committee
32 is created within the Tampa Bay Area Regional
Transportation
33 Authority, composed of the M.P.O.'s serving Citrus,
Hernando,
34 Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, and
Sarasota
35 Counties. The authority shall provide administrative
support and
36 direction to the committee. The committee must, at a
minimum:
37
1. Coordinate transportation projects deemed to
be
38 regionally significant by the committee.
39
2. Review the impact of regionally significant
land use
40 decisions on the region.
41
3. Review all proposed regionally significant
42 transportation projects in the respective
transportation
43 improvement programs which affect more than one of the
M.P.O.'s
44 represented on the committee.
45
4. Institute a conflict resolution process to
address any
46 conflict that may arise in the planning and programming
of such
47 regionally significant projects.
48
Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
49 341.302, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
50
341.302 Rail program; duties and responsibilities of
the
51 department. The department, in conjunction with other
52 governmental entities, including the rail enterprise and the
53 private sector, shall develop and implement a rail program of
54 statewide application designed to ensure the proper
maintenance,
55 safety, revitalization, and expansion of the rail system to
56 assure its continued and increased availability to respond to
2

57 statewide mobility needs. Within the resources provided
pursuant
58 to chapter 216, and as authorized under federal law, the
59 department shall:
60
(3) Develop and periodically update the rail system
plan,
61 on the basis of an analysis of statewide transportation needs.
62
(b) In recognition of the department's role in the
63 enhancement of the state's rail system to improve freight and
64 passenger mobility, the department shall:
65
1. Work closely with all affected communities along an
66 impacted freight rail corridor to identify and address
67 anticipated impacts associated with an increase in freight
rail
68 traffic due to implementation of passenger rail.
69
2. In coordination with the affected local governments
and
70 CSX Transportation, Inc., finalize all viable alternatives
from
71 the department's Rail Traffic Evaluation Study to identify and
72 develop an alternative route for through freight rail traffic
73 moving through Central Florida, including the counties of Polk
74 and Hillsborough, which would address, to the extent
75 practicable, the effects of commuter rail.
76
3. Provide technical assistance to a coalition of local
77 governments in Central Florida, including the counties of
78 Brevard, Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Lake, Marion, Orange,
79 Osceola, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Manatee, Sarasota, Seminole,
80 Sumter, and Volusia, and the municipalities within those
81 counties, to develop a regional rail system plan that
addresses
82 passenger and freight opportunities in the region, is
consistent
83 with the Florida Rail System Plan, and incorporates
appropriate
84 elements of the Tampa Bay Area Regional Authority Master
Plan,
85 the Metroplan Orlando Regional Transit System Concept Plan,
86 including the SunRail project, and the Florida Department of
87 Transportation Alternate Rail Traffic Evaluation.
88
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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Florida Senate - 2017

SB 1672

By Senator Latvala

16-01479A-17
20171672__
1
A bill to be entitled
2
An act relating to the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit
3
Authority; amending s. 339.175, F.S.; creating the
4
Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority Metropolitan
5
Planning Organization Chairs Coordinating Committee to
6
replace the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
7
Authority Metropolitan Planning Organization Chairs
8
Coordinating Committee; providing that the Tampa Bay
9
Area Regional Transit Authority Metropolitan Planning
10
Organization Chairs Coordinating Committee is created
11
within the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority;
12
amending s. 343.90, F.S.; revising the short title to
13
"Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority Act";
14
amending s. 343.91, F.S.; revising the definition of
15
the term "authority" to mean the Tampa Bay Area
16
Regional Transit Authority and to include only
17
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, and Pinellas Counties
18
and any other contiguous county that is party to an
19
agreement of participation; revising the definition of
20
the term "commuter rail"; amending s. 343.92, F.S.;
21
creating the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit
22
Authority, instead of the Tampa Bay Area Regional
23
Transportation Authority; decreasing voting membership
24
on the governing board of the authority; requiring the
25
members to be appointed within a specified period;
26
revising appointment and term requirements of such
27
membership; revising requirements for filling
28
vacancies on the board; requiring the Governor to
1

29
appoint an initial chair of the board from one of the
30
three members appointed by the Governor; requiring the
31
board to elect a chair from among certain members at
32
the end of the initial chair's term; providing that
33
seven members of the board constitute a quorum;
34
providing that the vote of seven members is necessary
35
for any action to be taken by the authority; requiring
36
the board to evaluate the abolishment, continuance,
37
modification, or establishment of specified committees
38
beginning on a specified date; requiring the board to
39
submit its recommendations for abolishment,
40
continuance, modification, or establishment of the
41
committees to the Legislature before a specified time;
42
deleting requirements related to the establishment of
43
a Transit Management Committee, a Citizens Advisory
44
Committee, and technical advisory committees;
45
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
46
amending s. 343.922, F.S.; revising the express
47
purposes of the authority to include planning,
48
implementing, and operating mobility improvements and
49
expansions of certain multimodal transportation
50
options, producing a certain regional transit
51
development plan, and serving as the recipient of
52
certain federal funds under certain circumstances;
53
directing the authority to provide to the Legislature
54
a plan to produce the regional transit development
55
plan by a specified date; providing requirements for
56
the regional transit development plan; requiring the
57
authority to develop and adopt a regional transit
58
development plan instead of a transportation master
59
plan; deleting obsolete provisions; conforming
60
provisions to changes made by the act; amending ss.
61
343.94, 343.947, 343.95, 343.975, and 343.976, F.S.;
62
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
63
providing an effective date.
64
65 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
66
67
Section 1. Paragraph (i) of subsection (6) of section
68 339.175, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
69
339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.
70
(6) POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES. The powers,
71 privileges, and authority of an M.P.O. are those specified in
72 this section or incorporated in an interlocal agreement
73 authorized under s. 163.01. Each M.P.O. shall perform all acts
74 required by federal or state laws or rules, now and
subsequently
75 applicable, which are necessary to qualify for federal aid. It
2

76 is the intent of this section that each M.P.O. shall be
involved
77 in the planning and programming of transportation facilities,
78 including, but not limited to, airports, intercity and high
79 speed rail lines, seaports, and intermodal facilities, to the
80 extent permitted by state or federal law.
81
(i) The Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation
82 Authority Metropolitan Planning Organization Chairs
Coordinating
83 Committee is created within the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit
84 Transportation Authority, composed of the M.P.O.'s
serving
85 Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas,
Polk,
86 and Sarasota Counties. The authority shall provide
87 administrative support and direction to the committee. The
88 committee must, at a minimum:
89
1. Coordinate transportation projects deemed to be
90 regionally significant by the committee.
91
2. Review the impact of regionally significant land use
92 decisions on the region.
93
3. Review all proposed regionally significant
94 transportation projects in the respective transportation
95 improvement programs which affect more than one of the
M.P.O.'s
96 represented on the committee.
97
4. Institute a conflict resolution process to address
any
98 conflict that may arise in the planning and programming of
such
99 regionally significant projects.
100
Section 2. Section 343.90, Florida Statutes, is amended
to
101 read:
102
343.90 Short title. This part may be cited as the
"Tampa
103 Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation Authority Act."
104
Section 3. Paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (1) of
105 section 343.91, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
106
343.91 Definitions.
107
(1) As used in this part, the term:
108
(a) "Authority" means the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit
109 Transportation Authority, the body politic and
corporate and
110 agency of the state created by this part, covering the
seven
111 county area comprised of Citrus, Hernando,
Hillsborough,
3

112 Manatee, Pasco, and
Pinellas, Manatee, and Sarasota Counties and
113 any other contiguous county
that is party to an agreement of
114 participation.
115
(e)1. "Commuter rail" means a complete system of
tracks,
116 guideways, stations, and rolling stock necessary to effectuate
117 medium-distance to long-distance passenger rail service to,
118 from, or within the municipalities within the authority's
119 designated seven-county region.
120
2. "Heavy rail transit" means a complete rail system
121 operating on an electric railway with the capacity for a heavy
122 volume of traffic, characterized by high-speed and rapid
123 acceleration passenger rail cars operating singly or in
multicar
124 trains on fixed rails in separate rights-of-way from which all
125 other vehicular and pedestrian traffic are excluded. "Heavy
rail
126 transit" includes metro, subway, elevated, rapid transit, and
127 rapid rail systems.
128
3. "Light rail transit" means a complete system of
tracks,
129 overhead catenaries, stations, and platforms with lightweight
130 passenger rail cars operating singly or in short, multicar
131 trains on fixed rails in rights-of-way that are not separated
132 from other traffic for much of the way.
133
Section 4. Section 343.92, Florida Statutes, is amended
to
134 read:
135
343.92 Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation
136 Authority.
137
(1) There is created and established a body politic and
138 corporate, an agency of the state, to be known as the Tampa
Bay
139 Area Regional Transit Transportation Authority.
140
(2) The governing board of the authority shall consist
of
141 13 15 voting members appointed no later than 45 days after the
142 creation of the authority.
143
(a) The secretary of the department shall
appoint two
144 advisors to the board who must be the district
secretary for
145 each of the department districts within the
seven-county area of
146 the authority.
147
(b) The 15 voting members of the board shall
4

be as follows:
148
(a)1. The county
commissions of Citrus, Hernando,
149 Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, and Pinellas, Manatee, and
150 Sarasota Counties shall each appoint one county commissioner
151 elected official to the board. Members appointed
under this
152 paragraph subparagraph shall
serve 2-year terms with not more
153 than three consecutive terms being served by any person. If a
154 member under this paragraph subparagraph leaves elected office,
155 a vacancy exists on the board to be filled as provided in this
156 paragraph within 90 days subparagraph.
157
2. The Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation
Authority
158 (TBARTA) Metropolitan Planning Organization Chairs
Coordinating
159 Committee shall appoint one member to the board who
must be a
160 chair of one of the six metropolitan planning
organizations in
161 the region. The member appointed under this
subparagraph shall
162 serve a 2-year term with not more than three
consecutive terms
163 being served by any person.
164
(b)3.a. Two members of the board shall be the mayor, or
the
165 mayor's designee, of the largest municipality within
the service
166 area of each of The following independent transit
agencies or
167 their legislatively created successor agencies shall
each
168 appoint one member to the board: Pinellas Suncoast
Transit
169 Authority and Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority. Each
170 member appointed under this paragraph The largest municipality
171 is that municipality with the largest population as
determined
172 by the most recent United States Decennial Census.
173
b. Should a mayor choose not to serve, his or
her designee
174 must be an elected official selected by the mayor from
that
175 largest municipality's city council or city commission.
A mayor
176 or his or her designee shall serve a 2-year term
5

with not more
177 than three consecutive terms being served by any person.
178
c. A designee's term ends if the mayor leaves
office for
179 any reason. If a member no longer
meets the transit authority's
180 criteria for appointment designee
leaves elected office on the
181 city council or commission, a vacancy exists on the
board to be
182 filled by the mayor of that municipality as
provided in this
183 paragraph within 90 days sub-subparagraph a.
184
(c) The President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the
185 House of Representatives shall each appoint to the
board two
186 members
from the regional business community, each of whom must
187 reside in one of the counties governed by the authority and may
188 not be an elected official. A
member initially appointed under
189 this paragraph shall serve a 1-year term. Thereafter, a
member
190 appointed under this paragraph shall serve a 2-year
term with
191 not more than three consecutive terms being served by
any
192 person. A vacancy during a term shall be filled within
90 days
193 in the same manner as the original appointment for the
remainder
194 of the unexpired term.
195
d. A mayor who has served three consecutive
terms on the
196 board must designate an elected official from that
largest
197 municipality's city council or city commission to serve
on the
198 board for at least one term.
199
4.a. One membership on the
board shall rotate every 2 years
200 between the mayor, or his or her designee, of the
largest
201 municipality within Manatee County and the mayor, or
his or her
202 designee, of the largest municipality within Sarasota
County.
6

203 The mayor, or his or her designee, from the largest
municipality
204 within Manatee County shall serve the first 2-year
term. The
205 largest municipality is that municipality with the
largest
206 population as determined by the most recent United
States
207 Decennial Census.
208
b. Should a mayor choose
not to serve, his or her designee
209 must be an elected official selected by the mayor from
that
210 municipality's city council or city commission.
211
(d)5. The Governor
shall appoint to the board three members
212 from the regional four
business community representatives, each
213 of whom must reside in one of the seven counties
governed by the
214 authority and, none of whom
may not be an elected official
215 officials, and at least one but
not more than two of whom shall
216 represent counties within the federally designated
Tampa Bay
217 Transportation Management Area. Of the members initially
218 appointed under this paragraph, one shall serve a
1-year term,
219 one shall serve a 2-year term,
and one shall serve a term as
the
220 initial chair as provided in subsection (5). Thereafter, a
221 member Members appointed under this paragraph by the Governor
222 shall serve a 2-year term 3-year terms
with not more than three
223 two consecutive terms being served by any person.
224
(c) Appointments may be staggered to avoid
mass turnover at
225 the end of any 2-year or 4-year period. A vacancy during a
term
226 shall be filled by the respective appointing
authority within 90
227 days in the same manner as the original appointment and
only for
228 the remainder of the unexpired term.
229
(3) The members of the board shall serve without
7

230 compensation but shall be entitled to receive from the
authority
231 reimbursement for travel expenses and per diem actually
incurred
232 in connection with the business of the authority as provided
in
233 s. 112.061.
234
(4) Members of the board shall comply with the
applicable
235 financial disclosure requirements of ss. 112.3145, 112.3148,
and
236 112.3149.
237
(5) The Governor shall appoint one of the three members
238 appointed under paragraph (2)(d) as the initial
chair from among
239 the full membership of the board immediately upon
their
240 appointment. In no case may those appointments be made
any later
241 than 45 days following the creation of the
authority. The
242 initial chair shall serve will hold this position for a minimum
243 term of 2 years. The board shall elect a vice chair and
244 secretary-treasurer from among its members who shall serve a
245 minimum term of 1 year and shall establish the duties and
powers
246 of those positions during its inaugural meeting. During its
247 inaugural meeting, the board shall will also establish its rules
248 of conduct and meeting procedures.
249
(6) At the end of the initial chair's term, the board
shall
250 elect a chair from among the its members appointed by the
251 Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker
of the
252 House of Representatives. The chair shall hold
office at the
253 will of the board. In that election, the board shall also
elect
254 a vice chair and secretary-treasurer.
255
(7) The first meeting of the authority shall be held no
256 later than 60 days after the creation of the authority.
257
(8) Seven Eight
members of the board shall constitute a
258 quorum, and the vote of seven eight members is necessary for any
259 action to be taken by the authority. The authority may meet
upon
260 the constitution of a quorum. A vacancy does not impair the
261 right of a quorum of the board to exercise all rights and the
8

262 ability to perform all duties of the authority.
263
(9) Beginning July 1, 2017, the board must evaluate the
264 abolishment, continuance, modification, or
establishment of may
265 establish committees for the following committees areas:
266
(a) Planning committee.
267
(b) Policy committee.
268
(c) Finance committee.
269
(d) Citizens advisory
committee.
270
(e) Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Authority
Metropolitan
271 Planning Organization Chairs Coordinating
Committee.
272
(f) Transit management committee.
273
(g) Technical advisory committee.
274
275 The board must submit its
recommendations for abolishment,
276 continuance, modification, or
establishment of the committees to
277 the President of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of
278 Representatives before the beginning of the 2018
Regular
279 Session.
280
(10) The authority may employ an executive director, an
281 executive secretary, its own legal counsel and legal staff,
282 technical experts, engineers, and such employees, permanent or
283 temporary, as it may require. The authority shall determine
the
284 qualifications and fix the compensation of such persons,
firms,
285 or corporations and may employ a fiscal agent or agents;
286 however, the authority shall solicit sealed proposals from at
287 least three persons, firms, or corporations for the
performance
288 of any services as fiscal agents. The authority may, except
for
289 duties specified in chapter 120, delegate its power to one or
290 more of its agents or employees to carry out the purposes of
291 this part, subject always to the supervision and control of
the
292 authority.
293
(11)(a) The authority shall establish a Transit
Management
294 Committee comprised of the executive directors or
general
9

295 managers, or their designees, of each of the existing
transit
296 providers and bay area commuter services.
297
(b) The authority shall establish a Citizens
Advisory
298 Committee comprised of appointed citizen committee
members from
299 each county and transit provider in the region, not to
exceed 16
300 members.
301
(c) The authority may establish technical
advisory
302 committees to provide guidance and advice on
regional
303 transportation issues. The authority shall establish
the size,
304 composition, and focus of any technical advisory
committee
305 created.
306
(11)(d) Persons
appointed to a committee shall serve
307 without compensation but may be entitled to per diem or travel
308 expenses as provided in s. 112.061.
309
Section 5. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection
(2),
310 subsection (3), subsection (4), and paragraph (g) of
subsection
311 (5) of section 343.922, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
312
343.922 Powers and duties.
313
(1) The express purposes of the authority are to:
314
(a)
Plan, implement, and operate improve mobility
315 improvements and expansions
of expand multimodal transportation
316 options for passengers and freight throughout the designated
317 seven-county Tampa Bay
region.
318
(b) Produce a regional transit development plan,
319 integrating the transit development plans of
participant
320 counties, to include a prioritization of regionally
significant
321 transit projects and facilities.
322
1. The authority shall
provide to the President of the
323 Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
on or
324 before the beginning of the 2018 Regular Session, a
10

plan to
325 produce the regional transit development plan.
326
2. The regional transit development plan
prepared by the
327 authority shall adhere to guidance and regulations set
forth by
328 the department or any successor agency, including, but
not
329 limited to:
330
a. Public involvement;
331
b. Collection and analysis of socioeconomic
data;
332
c. Performance evaluation of existing
services;
333
d. Service design and ridership forecasting;
and
334
e. Financial planning.
335
(c) Serve, with the consent of the
Governor or his or her
336 designee, as the recipient
of federal funds supporting an
337 intercounty
project or a regionally significant transit
project
338 that exists in a single county
within the designated region.
339
(2)(a) The authority has the right to plan, develop,
340 finance, construct, own, purchase, operate, maintain,
relocate,
341 equip, repair, and manage those public transportation
projects,
342 such as express bus services; bus rapid transit services;
light
343 rail, commuter rail, heavy rail, or other transit services;
344 ferry services; transit stations; park-and-ride lots; transit
345 oriented development nodes; or feeder roads, reliever roads,
346 connector roads, bypasses, or appurtenant facilities, that are
347 intended to address critical transportation needs or concerns
in
348 the Tampa Bay region as identified by the authority
by July 1,
349 2009. These projects may also include all necessary
approaches,
350 roads, bridges, and avenues of access that are desirable and
351 proper with the concurrence of the department, as applicable,
if
352 the project is to be part of the State Highway System.
353
(3)(a) No later than July 1, 2009, The
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authority shall
354 develop and adopt a regional transit development transportation
355 master plan that provides a vision for a regionally
integrated
356 multimodal transportation system. The goals and objectives of
357 the master plan are to identify areas of the Tampa Bay region
358 where multimodal mobility, traffic safety, freight mobility,
and
359 efficient emergency evacuation alternatives need to be
improved;
360 identify areas of the region where multimodal transportation
361 systems would be most beneficial to enhance mobility and
362 economic development; develop methods of building partnerships
363 with local governments, existing transit providers, expressway
364 authorities, seaports, airports, and other local, state, and
365 federal entities; develop methods of building partnerships
with
366 CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc., to craft
mutually
367 beneficial solutions to achieve the authority's objectives,
and
368 with other private sector business community entities that may
369 further the authority's mission, and engage the public in
370 support of regional multimodal transportation improvements.
The
371 master plan shall identify and may prioritize
projects that will
372 accomplish these goals and objectives, including, without
373 limitation, the creation of express bus and bus rapid transit
374 services, light rail, commuter rail, and heavy rail transit
375 services, ferry services, freight services, and any other
376 multimodal transportation system projects that address
critical
377 transportation needs or concerns, pursuant to subsection (2);
378 and identify the costs of the proposed projects and revenue
379 sources that could be used to pay those costs. In developing
the
380 master plan, the authority shall review and
coordinate with the
381 future land use, capital improvements, and traffic circulation
382 elements of its member local governments' comprehensive plans
383 and the plans, programs, and schedules of other units of
384 government having transit or transportation authority within
385 whose jurisdictions the projects or improvements will be
located
386 to define and resolve potential inconsistencies between such
387 plans and the authority's developing master plan.
By July 1,
12

388 2008, the authority, working with its member local
governments,
389 shall adopt a mandatory conflict resolution process
that
390 addresses consistency conflicts between the authority's
regional
391 transportation master plan and local government
comprehensive
392 plans.
393
(b) The authority shall consult with the department to
394 further the goals and objectives of the Strategic Regional
395 Transit Needs Assessment completed by the department.
396
(c) Before the adoption of the regional transit
development
397 master plan, the authority shall hold at least one
public
398 meeting in each of the seven counties within the
designated
399 region. At least one public hearing must be held before the
400 authority's board.
401
(d) After its adoption, the regional transit
development
402 master plan shall be updated every 5 years before
July 1.
403
(e) The authority shall present the original regional
404 transit development master
plan and updates to the governing
405 bodies of the counties within the designated seven-county
406 region, to the TBARTA Metropolitan Planning Organization
Chairs
407 Coordinating Committee, and to the legislative delegation
408 members representing those counties within 90 days after
409 adoption.
410
(f) The authority shall coordinate plans and projects
with
411 the TBARTA Metropolitan Planning Organization Chairs
412 Coordinating Committee, to the extent practicable, and
413 participate in the regional M.P.O. planning process to ensure
414 regional comprehension of the authority's mission, goals, and
415 objectives.
416
(g) The authority shall provide administrative support
and
417 direction to the TBARTA Metropolitan Planning Organization
418 Chairs Coordinating Committee as provided in s. 339.175(6)(i).
419
(4) The authority may undertake projects or other
420 improvements in the regional transit development master plan in
421 phases as particular projects or segments become feasible, as
422 determined by the authority. The authority shall coordinate
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423 project planning, development, and implementation with the
424 applicable local governments. The authority's projects that
are
425 transportation oriented must be consistent to the maximum
extent
426 feasible with the adopted local government comprehensive plans
427 at the time such projects are funded for construction.
Authority
428 projects that are not transportation oriented and meet the
429 definition of development pursuant to s. 380.04 must be
430 consistent with the local comprehensive plans. In carrying out
431 its purposes and powers, the authority may request funding and
432 technical assistance from the department and appropriate
federal
433 and local agencies, including, but not limited to, state
434 infrastructure bank loans.
435
(5) The authority is granted and may exercise all
powers
436 necessary, appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to the
437 carrying out of the aforesaid purposes, including, but not
438 limited to, the following rights and powers:
439
(g) To borrow money and to make and issue negotiable
notes,
440 bonds, refunding bonds, and other evidences of indebtedness or
441 obligations, either in temporary or definitive form,
hereinafter
442 in this chapter sometimes called "revenue bonds" of the
443 authority, for the purpose of financing all or part of the
444 mobility improvements within the Tampa Bay region,
as well as
445 the appurtenant facilities, including all approaches, streets,
446 roads, bridges, and avenues of access authorized by this part,
447 the bonds to mature not exceeding 40 years after the date of
the
448 issuance thereof, and to secure the payment of such bonds or
any
449 part thereof by a pledge of any or all of its revenues, rates,
450 fees, rentals, or other charges.
451
Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 343.94, Florida
452 Statutes, is amended to read:
453
343.94 Bond financing authority.
454
(1) Pursuant to s. 11(f), Art. VII of the State
455 Constitution, the Legislature approves bond financing by the
456 Tampa Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation Authority for
457 construction of or improvements to commuter rail systems,
458 transit systems, ferry systems, highways, bridges, toll
459 collection facilities, interchanges to the system, and any
other
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460 transportation facility appurtenant, necessary, or incidental
to
461 the system. Subject to terms and conditions of applicable
462 revenue bond resolutions and covenants, such costs may be
463 financed in whole or in part by revenue bonds issued pursuant
to
464 paragraph (2)(a) or paragraph (2)(b), whether currently issued
465 or issued in the future or by a combination of such bonds.
466
Section 7. Section 343.947, Florida Statutes, is
amended to
467 read:
468
343.947 Department may be appointed agent of authority
for
469 construction. The department may be appointed by the authority
470 as its agent for the purpose of constructing and completing
471 transportation projects, and improvements and extensions
472 thereto, in the authority's regional transit
development master
473 plan. In such event, the authority shall provide the
department
474 with complete copies of all documents, agreements,
resolutions,
475 contracts, and instruments relating thereto; shall request the
476 department to do such construction work, including the
planning,
477 surveying, and actual construction of the completion,
478 extensions, and improvements to the system; and shall transfer
479 to the credit of an account of the department in the treasury
of
480 the state the necessary funds therefor. The department shall
481 proceed with such construction and use the funds for such
482 purpose in the same manner that it is now authorized to use
the
483 funds otherwise provided by law for its use in construction of
484 commuter rail systems, transit systems, ferry systems, roads,
485 bridges, and related transportation facilities.
486
Section 8. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 343.95,
487 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
488
343.95 Acquisition of lands and property.
489
(1) For the purposes of this part, the authority may
490 acquire private or public property and property rights,
491 including rights of access, air, view, and light, by gift,
492 devise, purchase, or condemnation by eminent domain
proceedings,
493 as the authority may deem necessary for any purpose of this
494 part, including, but not limited to, any lands reasonably
495 necessary for securing applicable permits, areas necessary for
496 management of access, borrow pits, drainage ditches, water
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497 retention areas, rest areas, replacement access for landowners
498 whose access is impaired due to the construction of a
facility,
499 and replacement rights-of-way for relocated rail and utility
500 facilities; for existing, proposed, or anticipated
501 transportation facilities within the seven-county Tampa Bay
502 region designated identified
by the authority; or for the
503 purposes of screening, relocation, removal, or disposal of
504 junkyards and scrap metal processing facilities. The authority
505 may condemn any material and property necessary for such
506 purposes.
507
(3) When the authority acquires property for a
508 transportation facility within the designated seven-county Tampa
509 Bay region, the authority is not subject to any
liability
510 imposed by chapter 376 or chapter 403 for preexisting soil or
511 groundwater contamination due solely to its ownership. This
512 subsection does not affect the rights or liabilities of any
past
513 or future owners of the acquired property, nor does it affect
514 the liability of any governmental entity for the results of
its
515 actions which create or exacerbate a pollution source. The
516 authority and the Department of Environmental Protection may
517 enter into interagency agreements for the performance,
funding,
518 and reimbursement of the investigative and remedial acts
519 necessary for property acquired by the authority.
520
Section 9. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 343.975,
521 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
522
343.975 Complete and additional statutory authority.
523
(1) The powers conferred by this part are supplemental
to
524 the existing powers of the board and the department. This part
525 does not repeal any of the provisions of any other law,
general,
526 special, or local, but supplements such other laws in the
527 exercise of the powers provided in this part and provides a
528 complete method for the exercise of the powers granted in this
529 part. The projects planned and constructed by the Tampa Bay Area
530 Regional Transit Transportation Authority shall comply with all
531 applicable federal, state, and local laws. The extension and
532 improvement of the system, and the issuance of bonds hereunder
533 to finance all or part of the cost thereof, may be
accomplished
534 upon compliance with the provisions of this part without
regard
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535 to or necessity for compliance with the provisions,
limitations,
536 or restrictions contained in any other general, special, or
537 local law, including, but not limited to, s. 215.821. An
538 approval of any bonds issued under this part by the qualified
539 electors or qualified electors who are freeholders in the
state
540 or in any other political subdivision of the state is not
541 required for the issuance of such bonds pursuant to this part.
542
(3) This part does not preclude the department from
543 acquiring, holding, constructing, improving, maintaining,
544 operating, or owning tolled or nontolled facilities funded and
545 constructed from nonauthority sources that are part of the
State
546 Highway System within the geographical boundaries of the Tampa
547 Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation Authority.
548
Section 10. Section 343.976, Florida Statutes, is
amended
549 to read:
550
343.976 Effect on local government action. This act
does
551 not prohibit any local government that is a member of the
Tampa
552 Bay Area Regional Transit Transportation Authority from
553 participating in or creating any other transit authority,
554 regional transportation authority, or expressway authority.
555
Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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OMAHA — After living more than 40 years along a road plagued by potholes, Jo Anne Amoura was excited to see city crews
shred her block of Leavenworth Street into gravel.
“I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, this is great. We’re going to get a new street,’” Ms. Amoura recalled. “And then we waited and
waited and waited.”
Fresh pavement never arrived. Only after the asphalt had been ripped out almost three years ago did Ms. Amoura and her
neighbors learn that their street had been “reclaimed,” Omaha City Hall’s euphemism for unpaving a road.
“It’s really kind of like living in the country in the city,” said Ms. Amoura, 74. Her neighbors sometimes hauled
wheelbarrows full of scattered gravel back up the hill after big rainstorms. And her house, she says, is regularly smudged with
dirt blowing in from the street.
As in many big cities, the infrastructure here is crumbling, a problem exacerbated by decades of neglect and a network of
residential roads, including Ms. Amoura’s, that have never met code. But Omaha’s solution is extreme: grinding paved streets
into gravel as a way to cut upkeep costs.
“I wouldn’t like it and neither do the residents that live on those streets,” said Mayor Jean Stothert, a Republican who is
nearing the end of her first term. “We are about 50 years behind where we should be as far as resurfacing and repair. I can’t
catch up on 50 years of neglect in three or four years.”
While President Trump has called for extensive investments in infrastructure, federally funded efforts are likely to go to
decaying interstate highways and airports and dams. Some experts estimate that $1 trillion is needed to repair roads, bridges
and rail lines over the next decade.
But infrastructure is also decaying at the most local levels — on cul-de-sacs and in neighborhood playlots unlikely ever to
see federal funding. So cities like Omaha have resorted to unusual solutions.
In Youngstown, Ohio, officials closed off some uninhabited streets. In Gary, Ind., some of the city’s parks could close — a
process city officials call “renaturing” — after years of neglect. And in one Michigan county, a deteriorating bridge was torn
down, not replaced.
“This isn’t something that happened over one year or two years,” said Brooks Rainwater, a senior executive and the
director of the Center for City Solutions at the National League of Cities. “This has been decades of not investing in our
infrastructure.”
Omaha’s most problematic streets were mostly built by developers decades ago who skimped on costs by paving with
asphalt instead of concrete, and by forgoing sidewalks and sewers. In other cases, Omaha annexed suburban-looking
neighborhoods with roads not built to city standards.
For years, an uneasy truce persisted: Public works crews would fill potholes and perform other maintenance work on
those roads, but insisted that residents pay if they wanted repaving. Those streets, labeled “unimproved” by the city, account
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for about 6 percent of Omaha’s roads.
Then repair costs escalated, and potholes started going unfilled. On particularly troubled blocks, the city converted the
asphalt surface into a gravelly dirt, a peculiar sight in middle- and upper-class neighborhoods in the center of a city. Only a
small fraction of them, less than 10 miles, have been reclaimed.
“I can’t even open my windows on that side of the house,” said Sharon Thonen, a retiree who lives on what is now a dirt
road a block from a busy Starbucks. Children stopped riding their bikes on her street after the asphalt was ripped out, Ms.
Thonen said. “During the summer, it’s just a dust bowl.”
Residents have responded with angry phone calls, neighborhood meetings and at least one lawsuit. But Todd Pfitzer, the
city’s assistant director of public works, said Omaha’s policy on unimproved roads is a matter of equity. When the houses were
built two generations ago with subpar streets, he said, the builder and homeowner saved money.
“Now you’re asking the rest of the citizens to come in and essentially subsidize you and rebuild your road,” Mr. Pfitzer
said. Bringing all of Omaha’s unimproved streets up to city code would cost about $300 million, officials estimate.
Still, for many homeowners, tearing up roads defies logic and sets back the stature of a city that by many metrics is
thriving. Omaha, which has more residents than Miami or Minneapolis, has a growing population, a stable economy and a
busy downtown with new developments and a glimmering baseball stadium that hosts the College World Series.
“In grinding up streets and putting gravel roads in the middle of the core of your city, that damages the reputation, that
damages the image and brand of a city,” said Heath Mello, a Democrat and former state lawmaker trying to unseat Ms.
Stothert this spring. For her part, the mayor said that along with turning some roads to gravel, her administration also has
increased annual funding for resurfacing by about $4 million.
In fact, 27 states have seen such pavement-to-gravel conversions, a 2016 study found. But in most cases, streets were in
rural areas or small towns, not major cities. And while other urban areas, such as Oklahoma City and Lincoln, Neb., have some
gravel roads, those streets had never been paved.
Public works experts say turning pavement to gravel can be a defensible strategy when it comes to old infrastructure and
limited money.
“In areas where there’s lower traffic, less use, perhaps the terrain is flat, it can totally make sense,” said Rick Brader, a
road engineer for King County, Wash., who manages streets outside Seattle.
But it is far from ideal. “I think that’s a step backwards in the infrastructure business,” said Mac Andrew, a retired public
works director in the Kansas City area who was named one of the best in his field by the American Public Works Association.
Given the complaints, Omaha has put in place a moratorium on “reclaiming” additional streets while a committee studies
the issue. And the city has compromised with some homeowners by splitting the costs of repaving streets.
Bruce Simon, the president of Omaha Steaks, a major employer here, sued the mayor and the city last year after finding
out that the asphalt road in front of his $2.3 million house was scheduled to be pulverized into gravel. He dropped the lawsuit
after Ms. Stothert helped negotiate the 50-50 payment deal.
“I got a road,” said Mr. Simon, who paid $5,200 to cover his share of the smooth new asphalt surface. “Did I like chucking
out the five grand? No. Did I like spending the money with an attorney to deal with it? No.”
About a mile away, on Leavenworth Street, Ms. Amoura and her neighbors are waiting to hear from City Hall about
whether they will get a deal similar to Mr. Simon’s. But on other reclaimed streets, residents have scoffed at the notion that
they should have to choose between living on gravel and paying for new pavement.
“I’d like it to be the way it was,” said Ms. Thonen, who has lived in her home for more than 30 years and has no interest in
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splitting the cost of repaving with the city. “I pay my taxes.”
A version of this article appears in print on March 8, 2017, on Page A11 of the New York edition with the headline: City’s Response to Costly Potholes? Go
Back to Gravel.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
Review of Metropolitan Transportation Planning in Tampa Bay Region
Under federal law, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are responsible for bringing together local communities
to create long-range plans and priorities for major transportation projects. In the federally-defined Tampa Bay
Transportation Management Area, there are three MPOs serving Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas Counties working
together to address local and regional needs. Every four years, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) conduct a review to certify that all MPOs are satisfactorily meeting the
requirements for metropolitan transportation planning, as defined in federal laws and regulations.
The federal review team would like you to share thoughts on how transportation planning is conducted here.

Public Meetings will be held
in each county as follows:

Pasco County MPO
Monday, March 27, 2017 @ 5:30 p.m.
at location A on map

West Pasco Government Center
BCC Board Room – 1st Floor, 8731 Citizens Drive, New Port Richey, FL 34654
For more information regarding this public meeting, please contact:
Manny Lajmiri – 727/ 847-8140 or mlajmiri@pascocountyfl.net

Forward Pinellas
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 @ 5:30 p.m.
at location B on map

Pinellas County Planning Department
310 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756
For more information regarding this public meeting, please contact:
Sarah Ward – 727/464-8225 or sward@forwardpinellas.org

Persons needing special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act,
or who require interpreter services (free of charge), should contact the
Pinellas County Office of Human Rights, 727/464-4880.

Hillsborough MPO
Not able to attend a meeting
but would like to comment on
how your MPO is doing?
Comments are being accepted by the
federal review team for 30 days after each
public meeting respectively.
Written comments may be submitted via
mail, email, or fax. Comment forms are
available on your MPO’s web site.
Need a comment form mailed to you?
Please call your MPO.

ForwardPinellas.org
727/464-8225

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 @ 10:00 a.m.
Immediately following 9:00 a.m. Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting
at location C on map

Planning Commission Board Room
601 E Kennedy Boulevard – 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33602
For more information regarding this public meeting, please contact:
Rich Clarendon - 813/273-3774 x368 or clarendonr@plancom.org

Persons planning to attend the public meeting in need of special accommodations under the
Americans with Disabilities Act, or who require interpreter services (free of charge),
should contact Michele Ogilvie, 813/273-3774 x317, or by emailing
ogilviem@plancom.org, at least 3 business days in advance.

PascoMPO.net
727/847-8140

PlanHillsborough.org
813/273-3774 x368

The MPOs representing Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas Counties do not discriminate in any of their programs or services.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, family, or religious status.

March 17 & 24, 2017

